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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT (DONE)

Fax (213) 4854608 or (213) 4851836 Eaml s, ! ) :;?:Zc; I;l’wm (866) LA HELPS

After complsting this form, please subrit i : - _
us. PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION, " = ™ "t 0.0ur offce. I you woud e asisonce, plase contc

= o My, W e
ot Dovrts mMm Copy o be st fu Vi
Your Name: R“-k Selan |
How should we contact you? (T his iformation may become public when your compliant Is submitted):
—penanns 2\ @ cq,rt. Com

310 34 6-5UH

Name of Nelghborhood Counch the compisints against: \/ N C

Are you a stakeholder of this Neighborhiood Councl? %ﬁo)
Please describe the actions or events you are compiaining about (use additional pages, if necessary).
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S r;;om; :E: LStalan <penguins21@ca.rr.com>
ubject: IES BY HUMAN RELATIONS AND DONE AS GRIEVANCE IS FILED
BASED ON DECISION NOT TO INTERPAET BY LAWS g AGAINST VNG PARLIAMENTARIAN
Date: March 5, 2007 3:02:16 PM PST
To: Aduro Pifia <Arturo.Pina@laclty.org>
Cc. Vir.lugiu ulnelia <VICIona. Minetta@lacity.org>, Deanna Sievenson <Deanna.stevenson@1acity.org>, Gloria Coleman
<glopa.ooleman@lacﬂy.org>, Marcus Castain <marcus.castain@Ilacity.org>, Terra Messina <terra. messina@lacity.org>,
Palrice Larimore <patrice.lattimore@Ilacity.org>, Gary De La Rosa <Gary.DeLaRosa@lacity.org>, “Loren R. Grossman"
<Irg@ix.netcom.com>, Chris Williams <chris.wiliams18@comeast.net>, Patricia Villasenor
<patricia.villasenor@Iaclty.org>, Joumana Silyan-Saba <Joumana,Silyan-Saba@Ilacity.org>, rdelgadillo@any lacity.org,
scooley@lacountyda.org, "Lt. Crawtord” <jcrawlord@laspd.com>, dstevens @laspd.com, Jerry Thomton
<jerry thomton@Ilausd. net>

From: LA HUMAN RELATIONS 3-5-07

Hi Rick, my colleague Gary De La Rosa will be the lead on this issue,
with myself and Joumana Silyan-Saba as his support. Gary's contact
information is gary.delarosa@lacity.orq

and he can be reached at (213) 978-1660. | am copying him on this email
and will forward him all pertinent information relating to your

grievance process concerns. Thanks!

Victoria

On Mar 5, 2007, at 2:31 PM, Rick Selan wrote:

Penguin Educational Advocates {310) 396-5164
“Ubl Ignus est?” 1815 Glyndon Ave.
Date’ 03-05-07  Venice, CA 90291

To: Aruro Pina, DONE Director of Field Operations
Vicioria Minelja/ Patricia Villasenor, LA Human Relations
Carol Baker Tharp, DONE Incoming General Manager

From: Rick Selan, Educational Advocate
Re. Fairmess ot VNC Grievance System
Dear Mr. Pina, 3-5-07

Thank you for your response.

As the GRVNC Grievance Commitee is composed of two of the individuals who have set me up at a previous educalional
grisvance hearing, | have spoken to Victoria Minetta at Human Relations and Deanna Stevenson from DONE.
My perceplion from Human Relations and from the VNC DONE Advocate was different than your response below.

itis sad Ms Stevenson did not keep her word regarding these educalion grievances as she informed me she would inlervene
contrary to your second paragraph.
1 will tite another education grievance against the VNC Parliamentarian this afternoon on the interpretation of the VNC by laws 1o
determine whether this group of three is in fact the group who should be addressing these education grievances. Why did DONE
wait uniil the last minute 1o alter the perception given by Ms. Stevenson?

Might Ms. Stevenson been playing two sides against the middie? Ms. Stevenson informed me she would assist me with these
education grievance hearings to make them fair, if | would stop writing about any involvement she might have ( had) as PROP K
Representative working in the LAUSD District 3 Office regarding Walgrove Etementary property. The Walgrove grievances are being
held March 19, 2007 and witnesses will be present.
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES

DEFARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT (DONE

334-B East Second Street, Los Angales, CA 90012 « ) ¥ Ak
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Penruln Educational Advocates (310) 396-5164

“Ubl Ignus est?” 1615 Glyndon Ave.
Date: 02-2207 Venice, CA 90291

To:  Donyale Hall, DONE Supervisor for VNC Neighborhood. Council (Gri
Rocky Delgadillo, LA cnge Attorney 9 -Coundl (Gflevance Senl)
Deanna Stevenson, DONE VNC Advocate

Patrice Lattimore, Legislative Assistant (Please Share With 27 912 Commissioners)

Marlene Canter, LAUSD Board President c/o Dan Ni /91
Arturo Pina, DONE t c/o Dan Nieman, Virginia Flores

Rita Caldera, LAUSD Director Specially Funded Programs (UCP Complaint)‘
From:Rick Selan, Educational Advocate

Re: LACES MATH TEACHER SETS BAD EXAMPLE FOR VENICE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND LAUSD DISTRICT 3

REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION TO FREEZE VNC FUNDS
AS VNC DECIDES TO BLATANTLY VIOLATE GRIEVANCE PROCESS

A “grievance” is defined as a reason for being angry or annoyed;
a cause for complaint. This advocate has filed numerous grievances
against Venice Neighborhood Council for such things as sitting thru a
public hearing and being called a “stupid f_ _k” at least ten times by the
then VNC Facilities Chairperson Dante Cacace because this advocate
exposed a VNC Education Cover Up and filed numerous Brown Act
violations.

Only two grievances have been addressed since 12/05 and the
serious education grievance involving then appointed VNC
Parliamentarian Ivan Spiegel was covered up with the loud remarks stated
above by Mr. Cacace. That grievance is still being covered up as it leads
directly to the seriousness of the problem.

Ira Koslow is one of two appointed VNC Education Chairpersons
on a committee of three. The third member has only attended one meeting
since the inception of GRVNC Education over 18 months ago. All other
Venice residents are denied membership on the VNC Education Council.
This is very wrong, but residents have no say. Tonight there were four
residents present.

As a 38 year retired math teacher, | am well versed in the teaching
and tutoring of mathematics and in mathematics curriculum, but | am not a
psychologist and do not diagnose mental iliness although | do request
certain parents consider psychological testing for their children for
possible ADD or ADHD.

Tonight Mr. Koslow, a math teacher as myself who teachers at
{ ACES who is not a psychologist, took on that role and yelled at this
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advocate at a very high decibel “ You Are A Paranoid Schi ic.”

y higr 0 chizophrenic.” H
went on to state tit is fine to keep filing as many grievances ag you wante
with VNC because no one EVER reads them. He appeared out of control.

Two weeks ago | spoke with VNC DONE Representative Deanna
Stevenson about this issue and Prop K money at Walgrove. Ms.
Stevenson assured e that she would Investigate why VNC ignores
grievances. Today | contacted Ms. Stevenson for a third time again and
was connected with a voice message machine again. | called back and left
her Supervisor Donyale Hall a very clear message.

‘ I am requesting that either DONE intervenes to deal with these
‘unread” grievances or explain to this advocate the system to work
through in the DONE bureaucracy to freeze VNC funds.

A formal grievance will be filed with DONE tonight or this morning,
rather than VNC. This must be handled in this way because VNC
- Secretary Philip Raider continues negative behavior by his refusal to
acknowledge the grievances he receives and changes fax numbers
without contacting membership.

As well, a UCP Complaint will be filed against LACES Teacher Ira
Koslow for his slanderous statements and his admission that the time and
effort to write grievances has no meaning in VNC as VNC elected
members never read grievances. What must one do to let Ira Koslow,
Ivan Spiegel, and Eileen Pollack Erickson realize they are not above the
law?

Sadly, Mr. Spiegel continues to believe that he is still in LAUSD
where the 133 Board Complaint process is non functional as there is no
office nor secretary to deal with complaints by parents nor community.

As | informed Mr. Koslow, Ven-Mar/ “Friends of Walgrove” played the
same type of mean spirited games until my grievance went to the city
attorney who found there to be a conflict of interest in the “Ven-Mar and/or
Friends of Walgrove"-MVCC $1500 Allocation for printing of a news letter.
The allocation was immediately voided. Ven Mar-Friends of Walgrove then
printed their newsletters with funds they would not discuss.

Last month, the VNC Committee of three voted 3-0 to obtain Single
School Plans from all Venice-Mar Vista schools within the VNC boundary.
Mr. Koslow gave rationale why this has not been done. It will be carried
over until March 15, 2007.

The Committee of 2 decided that there will be no more formal
minutes and any one wanting to listen to the meeting can go to the Venice
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CiTy OF LOS ANGELES

g);:aamusm OF NEGHBORHOGD EMPOWERMENT (DONE) :
-B East Second Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 + (213 485-1360 or TollF

Fax (213) 4854608 or (213) 4851836 F-mali: don(u@n)nibubd:;;y "o FEILARELPS

After completing this form, please submit it by mail, fax, or being it I our of ike assi
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Complaint Against a Neighborhood Coungll _
YourNamét R |1_9R qug\ P\r)(ukb ?\:u Dure AAN'\.A"%’

Haw should we contact you? (T trs infonmation may bacome public when your compliant is submitted):

0N auind 21 @ cq, ¢, Con
T J
216-3%-5LLY

: v q Cow’ .
g Joth oS L rRA Koalo / Zﬂﬂﬂlh

Name of Neighborhood Councll the complaint is agam(w C & oplA
<R kSop

Are you a stakeholder of this Nejghborhood Councit? Y&S - -

Please ttuinm :7 actions of evants yoy 2re me about (use additional pages, if recessary).
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Penfuln Educational Advocates (310) 396 5164

“Ubl Ignus est?” 1615 Glyndon Ave.
Date: 02-22-07 Venice, CA 90291

To:  Donyale Hall, DONE Supervisor for VNC Neighborhood Council (Gri
Rocky Delgadillo, LA Cit‘\)(e Attorney 9 Council (Grievance Sent)
Deanna Stevenson, DONE VNC Advacate

Patrice Lattimore, Legistative Assistant (Please Share With 27 912 Commissioners
Marlene Canter, LAUSD Board President c/o Dan Nieman, Virginia Flores )
Arturo Pina, DONE

Rita Caldera, LAUSD Director Specially Funded Programs (UCP Complaint)
From:Rick Selan, Educational Advocate

Re: LACES MATH TEACHER SETS BAD EXAMPLE FOR VENICE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND LAUSD DISTRICT 3

REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION TO FREEZE VNC FUNDS
AS VNC DECIDES TO BLATANTLY VIOLATE GRIEVANCE PROCESS

A “grievance” is defined as a reason for being angry or annoyed;
a cause for complaint. This advocate has filed numerous grievances
against Venice Neighborhood Council for such things as sitting thru a
public hearing and being called a “stupid f_ _k" atleast ten times by the
then VNC Facilities Chairperson Dante Cacace because this advocate
exposed a VNC Education Cover Up and filed numerous Brown Act
violations.

- Only two grievances have been addressed since 12/05 and the
serious education grievance involving then appointed VNC
Parliamentarian Ivan Spiegel was covered up with the loud remarks stated
above by Mr. Cacace. That grievance is still being covered up as it leads
directly to the seriousness of the problem.

Ira Koslow is one of two appointed VNC Education Chairpersons
on a committee of three. The third member has only attended one meeting
since the inception of GRVNC Education over 18 months ago. All other
Venice residents are denied membership on the VNC Education Council.
This is very wrong, but residents have no say. Tonight there were four
residents present.

As a 38 year retired math teacher, | am well versed in the teaching
and tutoring of mathematics and in mathematics curriculum, but | am not a
psychologist and do not diagnose mental iliness although | do request
certain parents consider psychological testing for their children for
possible ADD or ADHD.

Tonight Mr. Koslow, a math teacher as myself who teachers at
LACES who is not a psychologist, tock on that role and yelled at this
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORNOOD EMAOWERMENT {DONE)

334-8 East Second Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012+ (213) 485-1360 or TolkFree (866
Fax (213) 4854808 or (213) 4851836 E-mai: ) lecity.org ree (886) LA HELPS

After completing this form, please submit it by mail, fax, or bring it boour ofﬁce If you would like assistance, please contac.
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advocate at a very high decibel “ You Are A Paranoid Schi ic.”

y higt O chizophrenic.” H
went on to state t it is fine to keep filing as many grievances ag you wante
with VNC because no one EVER reads them. He appeared out of control.

Two weeks ago | spoke with VNC DONE Representative Deanna
Stevenson about this issue and Prop K money at Walgrove. Ms.
Stpvenson assured e that she would Investigate why VNC ignores
grievances. Today | contacted Ms. Stevenson for a third time again and
was connected with a voice message machine again. | called back and left
her Supervisor Donyale Hall a very clear message.

) I am requesting that either DONE intervenes to deal with these
unread” grievances or explain to this advocate the system to work
through in the DONE bureaucracy to freeze VNC funds.

A formal grievance will be filed with DONE tonight or this morning,
rather than VNC. This must be handled in this way because VNC
~ Secretary Philip Raider continues negative behavior by his refusal to
acknowledge the grievances he receives and changes fax numbers
without contacting membership.

As well, a UCP Complaint will be filed against LACES Teacher Ira
Koslow for his slanderous statements and his admission that the time and
effort to write grievances has no meaning in VNC as VNC elected
members never read grievances. What must one do to let Ira Koslow,
Ivan Spiegel, and Eileen Pollack Erickson realize they are not above the
law?

Sadly, Mr. Spiegel continues to believe that he is still in LAUSD
where the 133 Board Complaint process is non functional as there is no
office nor secretary to deal with complaints by parents nor community.

As | informed Mr. Koslow, Ven-Mar/ “Friends of Walgrove” played the
same type of mean spirited games until my grievance went to the city
attorney who found there to be a conflict of interest in the “Ven-Mar and/or
Friends of Walgrove"-MVCC $1500 Allocation for printing of a news letter.
The allocation was immediately voided. Ven Mar-Friends ot Walgrove then
printed their newsletters with funds they would not discuss.

Last month, the VNC Committee of three voted 3-0 to obtain Single
School Plans from all Venice-Mar Vista schools within the VNC boundary.
Mr. Koslow gave rationale why this has not been done. It will be carried
over until March 15, 2007.

The Cbmmittee of 2 decided that there will be no more formal
minutes and any one wanting to listen to the meeting can go to the Venice
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|ibrary to hear the tape.

A letter by Mr. Koslow will be sent to LAUSD District 3 requesting
safety and inspection updated reports for all schools in the VNC
boundary. He gave a “send out” date no later than March 30, 2007.

Ms. Pollack Erickson with assistance before hand from Mr. Chris
Williams, advocate for neighbors opposed to St. Joseph Center at Lincoln
and Flower, will go to the VNC Board to get approval to send out a letter
to neighborhood schools of the impact on the safety of the children in the
Venice-Mar Vista Community, as a result of St. Joseph’s Drop-In Center.
This motion passed 2-0.

Mr. Kosolow will have a report on his LAUSD investigation of the
Walgrove Park and Jogging Area on March 15, 2007 and why
community, parents, and children are denied access to this park and
jogging track built with Prop K funds. These funds are public, and Ven Mar
and/ or Friends of Walgrove informed community this track and park,
which sits idle after school, on weekends and during school breaks was
to be open three years ago. This track has also been requested by the
physically challenged and elderly in the area as a safe walking track.

- Ms. Pollack Erickson brought Ms. Tanya Anton to make a
presentation. Ms. Anton, an educational activist mommy in the MVCC Mar
Vista Beethoven area , assists young parents with how to survive in
LAUSD with a book she has written. Ms. Anton was quite charming and a
very sharp business person. Ms. Anton is interested in a parent forum to
help out young parents to bring back local parents to local schools.

This advocate suggested that this be a Venice-Mar Vista NC
combined project where all PTAs, booster clubs, etc. send parents to
a forum designed by former Parent Collaborative Chairperson Bill Ring
who is one of a few who has the trust of both the community and LAUSD.
If Mr. Ring would consider this undertaking, either a late May or late
September forum would be practical. Rather than rush, the quality of the
product and proper organization is more important than a few months.

As there has never been a MVCC-VNC collaborative event, what
might be more appropriate than a educational forum to bring back
community kids to community schools with a focus also on safe passage. .
This might be a good next step after the outstanding forum of spring 2006
put on by MVCC Education under current 'MVGC Chairperson Rob
Kadota and Amy Lawrence, former Education Chair with the help of
School Board President Marlene Canter and District 3 Superintendent
Grace Strauther. Peace. CARE.
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In unity for accountability,

Rick S?%l % L,,

must we see the need for nonviolent gadflies to
create the kind of tension in society that will help
men rise from the dark depths of prejudice and

racism to the majestic heights of understanding and
brotherhood "

Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Letter from Birmingham Jail"
April 16, 1963
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