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▪ The U.S. Constitution requires a census every 10 
years. The census covers the entire country and 
everyone living here. The first census was in 1790.  

▪ Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution               
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after the first 
meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct.

Why We Do a Census?
It’s in the Constitution



Why We Do a Census?

Power

▪ Congressional representation

▪ Reapportionment & redistricting

Money

▪ $675 billion distributed annually

▪ Funding distributed based on population



New Ability to Self Respond
Beginning March 2020

▪ Internet* 

▪ Phone

▪ Paper Form
▪ Or traditional in person interview 

*The Internet Self Response (ISR) will be a web based application that can be used across 
multiple platforms. As long as you can access the internet, you will be able to utilize the 
ISR component. The ISR will also be ADA and 508 compliant.



Your data are confidential

▪ The Census is Confidential and required by Law

▪ Results of the Census are reported in Statistical  
format only

▪ We do not share a respondents personal information 
with other government agencies

▪ All Census Employees swear to a lifetime oath to
protect respondent information

▪ Penalties for wrongful disclosure - Up to 5 years  
imprisonment and or a fine of $250,000





Ways You Can Help

▪Help to generate your communities' readiness for the 
2020 Census

▪Work to mobilize your community and support 
formation of a Complete Count Committee (CCC)

▪ Invite Census staff to city events 

▪Spread the word Apply for Census Jobs and Help us to 
recruit a diverse staff for the ACO’s



Census Employment Opportunities
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