AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2021
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 18, 2021

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2021—22 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 672

Introduced by Assembly Member Cristina Garcia

February 12, 2021

An act to add Section 65863.14 to the Government Code, relating to
land use.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 672, as amended, Cristina Garcia. Planning and zoning law:
rezoning authorization: golf courses.

Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires that the
legidative body of each county and each city adopt a comprehensive,
long-term general plan for the physical development of the county and
city, and specified land outside its boundaries, that includes, among
other mandatory elements, a housing element. Existing law authorizes
the legidative body of any county or city, pursuant to specified
procedures, to adopt ordinances that, among other things, regulate the
use of buildings, structures, and land as between industry, business,
residences, open space, and other purposes.

Existing law, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
requires alead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared,
and certify the completion of, an environmental impact report on a
project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a
significant effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration
if it findsthat the project will not have that effect. That law also requires
alead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project
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that may have asignificant effect on the environment if revisionsin the
project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial
evidence that the project, asrevised, would have a significant effect on
the environment.

This bill woul d-autherize-en-and-afterJanuary-—1,-2022; require a
city, county, or city and county to-rezene rezone, by the date the 6th
regional housing needs assessment cycle applicable to the city, county,
or city and county ends, certain sites used asagolf courseto aso allow
for residential and-eper—space open-space use in accordance with
specified requirements. The bill would exempt any ordinance, resol ution,
genera or specific plan amendment, or other action necessary of the
city, county, or city and county to rezone a site pursuant to the bill’s

prowsons from CEQA :Fhebm—weuld—Femeve—m#%peet—teaeﬂy

eeun%y—eeerty—aﬁd—eeuﬂfy—ends The bill WouI d reqw rea devel opment
on asitethat is rezoned for residential and-epen-space open- space use

pursuant to the bill’s provisionsto comply with specified requirements,
including that-a-eertaipereentage 25 percent of all units developed on
the site be available for persons and families of low income for aperiod
of-retessthan at least 45 years for owner-occupied units and at |least
554y¢earsr years for rental units, and that acertal n unit per acre densu ty

met By expandl ng the crime of per| ury and by |mpos ng
additional duties on local officials, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

The bill would include findings that changes proposed by this hill
address a matter of statewide concern rather than a municipal affair
and, therefore, apply to all cities, including charter cities.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for specified reasons.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 65863.14 is added to the Government
Code, to read:

65863.14. (d) (1) On-and-dafterJanuary—1—2022—a-A city,
county, or city and county-s-autherizegHte shall rezone sites used
as agolf course to aso allow for residential an
open-space use, in accordance with subdivision{b} (b), if any of
the following apply:

(A) Thegolf courseisin a park-poor area.

(B) The golf course is owned by the city, county, or city and
county, and the golf course is funded by moneys from the city,
county, or city and county.

(C) Thegolf courseisin a high-density area.

(2) Any ordinance, resolution, general or specific plan
amendment, or other action necessary of the city, county, or city
and county to rezone a site pursuant to paragraph (1) shall not be
considered a“ project” for purposes of Section 21065 of the Public
Resources Code.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, development on a site that
isrezoned for residential and-epen-space open-space use pursuant
to subdivision (a) shall comply with at least al of the following
requwements

Twenty-flve percent of all unlts devel oped on the site shall be
continuously available-fer at affordable rent or housing cost to
persons and families of |ow-treeme,-as-defined-r-Section-50093
efthe Hedlth-and-Safety-Code; income for-aperted-ef-netessthan
at least 45 yearsfor owner-occupied units and 55-ears: years for
rental units. The city, county, or city and county shall ensure this
requirement is satisfied with-a-tane-use-restriction-or-covenant
feeereled—eﬂthewtaﬁelr recorded deed restrlctlons

(2 For &ale unlts that are subject to the requirements of
paragraph (1) shall be subject to an equity sharing agreement.
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of the s te shal I be de3| gnated and devel oped for continuous,-epen
epaee open space use.

(4) A minimum of 15 dwelling units shall be devel oped per acre
designated for residential use, unless the city’s, county’s, or city
and county’s existing maximum density for the land use
designationislessthan 15 units per acre, in which case the number
of dwelling units per acre necessary to meet the maximum density
allowabl e shall be devel oped.

county, or city and-eeunty;-en county shall compIyW|th subdivision
(a) by the date the sixth regional housing needs assessment cycle
applicable to the city, county, or city and county ends.

(d) For purposes of this section, “ persons and families of low
income” shall have the same meaning as defined in Section 50093
of the Health and Safety Code.

SEC. 2. The Legidature finds and declares that Section 1 of
this act adding Section 65863.14 to the Government Code
addresses a matter of statewide concern rather than a municipal
affair as that term is used in Section 5 of Article XI of the
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California Constitution. Therefore, Section 1 of this act appliesto
all cities, including charter cities.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
a local agency or school district has the authority to levy service
charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
level of service mandated by this act or because costs that may be
incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred
because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a
crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or
infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Gover nment
Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution.
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