Venice Neighborhood Council

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 / www.VeniceNC.org
Email: info@VeniceNC.org Phone: 310-421-8627

Venice Arbor Committee (VAC)
Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: Friday, March 12, 2021

Meeting Time: 1:00 PM

Meeting Location: Zoom

Contact: noel.johnston@venicenc.org, isabelle.duvivier@venicenc.org (Chair email)
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Call to Order and Roll Call

Noel Johnston (Co-Chair) Present
Isabelle Duvivier (Co-Chair) Present
Mark Ryavec Present
Sarah Wauters Present
Barry Campion Absent
Ira Koslow (ex-officio)

Approved Agenda as presented or amended — moved and seconded (SWI/ID).
Approved Minutes from December 4, 2020 meeting were approved — moved and
seconded (SW/MR).

Sarah Wauters elected as Chair, no objections raised, unanimous approval (NJ, ID, MR
voted for, SRW abstained). Sarah Wauters to replace Noel Johnston.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Two new members have joined the VAC: Barry Campion and
Sarah Wauters.

Chair Report. Isabelle gave a report on last week’s Community Forest Advisory
Committee meeting. (CFAC is a group that advises and liaises to the City of Los
Angeles, Public Works). Intro and policy and recommendation re: the billboard
conflicts with trees. They sent a recommendation for new protected trees and the city
added 2 new tree species. It was noted that the Fire Department had no information re:
protected trees and the fire lanes that FD recommended to homeowners did not state
that protected trees should not be removed. CFAC wrote letter that the City should
increase tree budget from .25 and 1% of the City budget. Public Works is really
listening to CFAC. It’s scheduled to be on PW commission meeting. They are hoping
for support.

PUBLIC COMMENT - 1 minute on non-agendized items related to Venice Arbor
Committee only.

a. Member of the public, Paola Pini, thanked the Committee for all the help given
her group allowing them to have success at 1900 Penmar, 4 trees, golf course
and the area and planting of more mature trees at Penmar park. Paola Pini
asked about SB9 and SB10 wanted to see what the LUPAC did regarding this. It
will reduce the green space b/c no limit on developers. Paola wishes to oppose.

Items for Discussion and Possible Action:
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a. Motion Passed: "The Venice Neighborhood Council supports the Community
Forest Advisory Committee's position letter calling for an increase in the
percentage of the city's overall budget allocated for support and development
of the city's tree canopy from .25% to 1%, starting with the city's 2021-22
budget, and following adoption of this Motion it shall be sent to City
Councilman Paul Krekorian, Chair, City Council’s Budget and Finance
Committee, Councilman Mike Bonin, and Mayor Eric Garcetti." The committee
unanimously voted for the motion to be sent to the VNC Board. All members in
attendance voted for SW, NJ, ID, MR. No opposition and no public comment.

b. Reviewed nine different suggestions for goals and prioritized which items
should be acted upon first in 2021.

c. Motion Passed: Whereas our past mission statement was agreed to be
misleading, therefore we agree to change our mission statement to the
following. Two amendments were made and approved. All members in
attendance voted for SW, NJ, ID, MR.

The Venice Arbor Committee formerly-krown-as-Verdant-\Venice-Committee) supports and

encourages the planting and maintenance of trees throughout the Venice Neighborhood and
surrounding communities through advocacy, education and policy work. We work with the City
and their planting partners, residents, schools, developers, non-profits and other stakeholders to
create, improve, and care for the tree canopy, support and improve local biodiversity, and a
healthy ecosystem. We actively enlist and encourage the local citizenry to engage in planting and
caring for their own yard and parkway trees and help educate individuals on how to accomplish
this.

New Business:

a. Gas powered leaf blowers. Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance has
made a flyer about how to communicate with gardener about gas and AQMD
has rebate to exchange. Committee and public participants discussed and
made suggestions about how to approach the public with the flyer.

COMMITTEE COMMENTS - Comments by Committee Members on subject matters
within the jurisdiction of the Verdant Arbor Committee but not on the Agenda. None.
ADJOURNED: 2:30pm
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS: The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card" to address the Neighborhood Committee on any agenda item before the Neighborhood Committee takes action on an item. Comments
from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Neighborhood Comittee jurisdiction will be heard during the
General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Neighborhood Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring o its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member
of the public may become the subject of a future Neighborhood Committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer.

POSTING: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Venice Public Library, 501
S. Venice Blvd; and at our website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City's Early Notification System at www Jacity.ora/your-
government/govemment-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood. /n addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact vo@venicenc.org. RECONSIDERATION AND
GRIEVANCE PROCESS: For information on the VNC's process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board
meetings and our website www.venicenc.org. DISABILITY POLICY: THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of
disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon
request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-8627 or email vp@venicenc.org. PUBLIC ACCESS OF
RECORDS: In compliance with Govemment Code section 54957 5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.venicenc.org or at the scheduled meeting. In
addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-8627 or email vp@venicenc.org.
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