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Public Health and Safety Committee Meeting Agenda 

 
When: Wednesday Nov 18th 6:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Zoom Meeting Information 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89445270214 

Join and take notes 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89445270214?mynotes=on 

Meeting ID: 894 4527 0214 

--- 

One tap mobile  
+16694449171,,89445270214# US 

+16699006833,,89445270214# US (San Jose) 

--- 

Dial by your location  
• +1 669 444 9171 US 

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 

• +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 

• 833 548 0282 US Toll-free 
• 833 928 4608 US Toll-free 
• 833 928 4609 US Toll-free 
• 833 928 4610 US Toll-free 
• 877 853 5257 US Toll-free 
• 888 475 4499 US Toll-free 
• 833 548 0276 US Toll-free 

Meeting ID: 894 4527 0214 
Find your local number:https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdrQHOJ2yJ 

 
It's YOUR Venice - get involved! 

mailto:info@VeniceNC.org
http://www.venicenc.org
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https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdrQHOJ2yJ
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--- 

Join by SIP  
• 89445270214@zoomcrc.com 

 
Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del 
evento. Por favor contacte Tima, Secretaria, al electrónico Secretary@Venicenc.org para avisar al Concejo 
Vecinal. 

IN CONFORMITY WITH THE JANUARY 1, 2026 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 707 
(DURAZO) AND LA CITY COUNCIL FILE 23-1114, THE VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING 
WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY. 
 
Every person wishing to address the Board must dial one of the phone numbers listed below in the Zoom 
meeting details, and enter webinar number also listed below, and then press # to join the meeting. The public 
may also join the meeting via the Zoom hyperlink listed below.  When prompted by the presiding officer, to 
provide public input at the Neighborhood Council meeting the public will be requested to dial *9 or use the 
Raise Hand option, to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. 
Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. 

 
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction 
will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is 
prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; 
however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public 
comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board. 

 
In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to 
members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption 
within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments 
using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible legislative body shall take no further action 
on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or 
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the 
eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b(3). 

 
The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall 
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time. California 
Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). 

Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an 
internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet 
website or online platform to participate. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b(5), 

A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the public 
comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public 
comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6(A), 

A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment separately 
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on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the 
opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to 
paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.  
California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Time____  
 
2. BOARD ROLL CALL   
 

 / Jim Fitzgerald - Chair   

 / Mike Epstein / Keith Harrison  

 / Jorge Jimenez / Lady Michael McCraine 
Robinson 

 

 
3. APPROVAL of PRIOR MINUTES   
Prior Meeting Minutes Available for Reference: 
 
https://www.venicenc.org/assets/documents/5/meeting6af8c629c0888.pdf 
 
4. CHAIR REPORT:   
 

* El Nino Seminar moved to Wednesday December 16th based upon panel availability.  
 
5. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments from the public on non-agenda items within the Public Health 
and Safety’s subject matter jurisdiction. Each speaker will be allowed two (2) minutes unless adjusted by the 
presiding Chair of the Meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 

6. N/A   
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 
7. Motion in Support of Unarmed Responders 
 
The Venice community is in favor of using unarmed response teams when appropriate to calls for assistance. 
Specifically, these are calls for assistance that do not include acute medical issues, or active / violent crime. 
 
Motion: 
The Venice neighborhood council approves the ongoing work of the Circle Team unarmed responders and 
request Los Angeles Mayor-Elect Nithya Raman and the Los Angeles City Council expand the presence in our 
neighborhood to a total of three Response Units (24/7 incident coverage), and six Support Units (includes 
case workers M-F 9am-5pm). 
 
In addition to growing our Circle team, we urge the following goals be considered to help our neighborhood: 
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1. Allow an option for residents to directly request an unarmed response action through an option 
/ question on the non-emergence response line, as well as integration into the MyLA 3-1-1 app. 
 
2. Improve the integration between the 911, 311, and Circle team dispatch systems so that calls do 
not require duplicate effort. 
 
3. Consider a public awareness campaign to let Los Angeles residents know about unarmed 
response programs and how they can be requested. Increase awareness that the Circle team is a 
Los Angeles City program and available to help all Angelenos. 
 
4. LAPD has experienced a reduction in size. Consider utilizing unused LAPD office space and 
facilities to accommodate additional Circle Team responders. 
 
5. Provide Circle teams with exempt vehicle plates to increase efficiency of service calls out in the 
Neighborhood. 

 
Motion Background: 
The Circle Team has been operating in Venice for about five years. They provide two types of services. The first 
is an incident response unit that can respond to calls 24/7. The second is a support unit that provides follow up 
services during normal business hours. This can include things like following up on housing applications and 
assisting applicants. We currently have one of each of these units operating in Venice. While the work they 
perform is very helpful on a per-incident basis, the capacity is not enough to meet the local demand. 
 
City-wide, LAPD has reduced their numbers. Unarmed responders have not been added at a similar pace: 
 

LAPD employees decreased from about 10,000 to approximately 8,600 
Circle Team - approximately 100 employees total city-wide 

 
It’s time to match the services with the demand of our neighborhood. 
 
8. Cert Training Event Ideas 
 

●​ Should we try to get something planned for December or January? 
 
9. GENERAL COMMITTEE COMMENT: Non-agenda items within our subject matter jurisdiction.  
Each member will be allowed one (1) minute unless adjusted by the presiding Chair of the Meeting. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Time____ 
 

THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language 
interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. 
To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the 
meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email: 
NCsupport@lacity.org  

 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt 
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writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our 
website: www.VeniceNC.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record 
related to an item on the agenda, please contact VNC Secretary, email at: Secretary@VeniceNC.org. 

 
PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 

●​ Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd., Venice, CA 90291 
●​ www.veniceNC.org 
●​ You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 

https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions  
 

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES – If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this 
meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles 
Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For 
assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 

 
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS -  For information on the NC’s process for board action 
reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please 
consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website www.VeniceNC.org  
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