




































































September 2, 2020

Ms. Juliet Oh, Senior City Planner
Los Angeles City Planning
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
200 N. Spring St., Room 721
Los Angeles, CA. 90012

Re: CPC-2019-6069-CU-DB-CDP-CDO-SPP-MEL-WDI-PHP
ENV-2019-6070-EAF
Withdrawal of Appeals

Dear Ms. Oh,

On behalf of Michael Davitt, Director of Real Estate for the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of LA / Archdiocese Education and Welfare Corp., we are hereby
withdrawing the appeals of the two cases noted above related to the Lincoln
Apartments at 2471 Lincoln Boulevard, Venice, CA. 

Over the past two months, Archdiocesan representatives, on behalf of St. Mark’s
Parish and School, alongside representatives of the Parish, worked with
representatives of VCH and SPY to address the safety and security concerns of
our parish community regarding the proposed supportive housing development
next door to the Parish. The parish community shares a long history of
supporting the homeless. As Catholics, the Archdiocese and the Parish believe in
loving their neighbors and supporting their brothers and sisters in need. 

All parties are pleased that an agreement has been reached which addresses the
parish and school community's concerns and provides important safety
guarantees. This is thanks to a positive and productive dialogue with SPY and
VCH.

As a result of the agreement, we are withdrawing the appeals of both the
Planning Commission’s action in approving the supportive housing project and the
environmental clearance that accompanies it.
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Sincerely, 

Urban Concepts

Bill Christopher
Principal

cc: Mike Davitt, Director of Real Estate, Archdiocese of Los Angles
Councilmember Mike Bonin, Council District 11
Andy Bryne, Attorney for the Archdiocese
File
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VNC LUPC 8.11.26 
Officer Ramirez 
Senior Lead Officer 
LAPD 
 
Good evening, my name is Officer Ramirez, Javier Ramirez. I'm the Senior Lead Officer 
assigned to this specific area around SPY. I'm here tonight at the request of community 
members, just to provide a public safety perspective regarding SPY in the neighborhood 
community. I just want to emphasize, I'm not here to speak out against SPY, or any 
other organization involved, or the services they provide. 
 
My role as a Senior Lead Officer is to liaison between the officers who patrol that area 
and the community. I'm kind of the liaison to get that information in between both 
parties. 
 
So, really quickly, I'll go over a quick thing. Over the past several years, I've received, 
like, I can't even start to explain how many numerous complaints from residents, 
businesses. 
 
Involving anything from trespassing, drug use, defecation on the street, on private 
property, theft, vandalism, break-ins, disruptive behavior, mental health crises around 
the area. And in my opinion, a lot of these, if not most, of these concerns are not just 
limited to the community complaints. I have personally dealt with these issues in this 
area, when I'm out in the field, and our patrol officers, who I regularly communicate 
with, relay this, these incidents to me, so I have, pretty much, every day I get updates. 
 
I'll give you a quick example. St. Mark's Church, they've experienced theft from their 
poor box. I've met with Father Albert, he gives me these accounts, almost on a weekly 
basis. 
 
Regularly, they disrupt, Mass. I've personally dedicated some Sundays to go out there 
and just kind of give them an extra hand in providing kind of safe environment for the 
parishioners, so they could attend services without any interruptions. 
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So, based on my appearance, just my opinion. I believe there is a nexus between 
individuals associated with SPY and these instances I've been speaking about. This 
doesn't mean that every problem originates from SPY, I just want to make that clear. 
 
But I believe there is a connection that's significant. 
 
So, I'm in charge of a pretty big area, it doesn't just… within that area, it's pretty broad. 
But I think no other area in my area of responsibility, requires more constant attention 
and police… and sucks up so much, police resources in this specific area, this 
community. 
 
And I want to emphasize, again, I recognize the importance of SPY and the services 
they provide. I'm not undermining that. I'm sure they do great work. I've heard it 
firsthand. 
 
But I'm just simply here just to provide people with a public safety perspective that, 
 
That's pretty much it, so, thank you for the time. 
 














