STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM., Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

South Coast Area Office

301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 300

Long Beach, CA 90802-4351

(562) 590-5071 July 9, 2026

Venice Beach FWC LLC
Attention: John Cohn

3014 Pacific Avenue, Suite A
Venice, CA 90291

Subject: EXCLUSION OF TEMPORARY EVENTS
Site: Windward Plaza, Venice, City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County
Applicant: Balboa Chamber of Commerce
Event Date: July 10-12, 2026 (Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Fan Zone at Venice
Beach)
Commission Reference # 5-26-0158-X

Dear Mr. Cohn:

On May 29, 2026, Commission staff received an application for the subject Los Angeles World Cup
2026 Fan Zone at Venice Beach. Commission staff has reviewed the application and determined,
pursuant to Section 30610(i) of the Coastal Act and the Guidelines for the Exclusion of Temporary
Events from Coastal Commission Permit Requirements adopted by the Commission on May 12,
1993, that the proposed July 10-12, 2026 (Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Fan Zone at Venice
Beach) event qualifies to be excluded from coastal development permit requirements.

Based on the information you have provided, the proposed project is a temporary World Cup 2026
Viewing Party taking place throughout the hardscape and grassy park area of Windward Plaza in
Venice, City of Los Angeles. Set-up for the event is from July 6 to 10, 2026, while takedown is
from July 12 to 14, 2026. The actual event will occur over the three days of Friday, July 10, 2026,
to Sunday, July 12, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The proposed event will include the
placement of the following temporary structures within Windward Plaza: perimeter fencing, portable
staging, video screens, vendor tents (including food and alcohol in designated areas), and portable
restrooms. The event is a ticketed event, with paid activity July 10 and 11 that includes different
sections for paid, free, and 21+ attendees, as well as an entirely free community event day on July
12. Tickets are sold online to the general public for the ticketed areas, ranging in price from $25 for
general admission to $215 for a premium VIP lounge experience. 25 percent of the total event
capacity is accessible to the public in a designated free viewing section that will have video screen
visibility and restroom access. Ocean Front Walk will remain freely accessible to the general public
for the duration of the event. The temporary event structures will be entirely removed upon
completion of the event. Parking for the event is available at the nearby Venice Beach Parking Lot
and the applicant is promoting the usage of public transit by attendees. The applicant is
responsible for receiving all necessary authorizations from the City of Los Angeles Department of
Recreation and Parks for the utilization of Windward Plaza for the proposed activity.

According to the Guidelines for the Exclusion of Temporary Events from Coastal Commission
Permit Requirements (herein “Guidelines”) the Executive Director may exclude from permit
requirements all temporary events except those which meet all of the following criteria
(notwithstanding other circumstances outlined in the guidelines): 1) the event is held between
Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day; 2) the event will occupy all or a portion of a sandy beach
area; 3) the event will involve a charge for general public admission or seating where no fee is
currently charged for use of the same area. The proposed event will occur between Memorial Day
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and Labor Day. The event will not occupy a portion of the sandy public beach area and is limited
to the existing public park area. The event will involve a fee, however a portion is offered free of
charge. Thus, the event only meets two of the three criteria and therefore, according to the
Guidelines, the Executive Director has excluded the subject temporary event from coastal
development permit requirements.

Please be advised that only the project described above (and reflected on the attached plans) is
excluded from the permit requirements of the Coastal Act. Any change in the project may cause it
to lose its excluded status. This certification is based on information provided by the recipient of
this letter. If, at a later date, this information is found to be incorrect or incomplete, this letter will
become invalid, and any development occurring at that time must cease until a coastal
development permit is obtained or a new determination is made that no permit is required.

Thank you for contacting Commission staff regarding your event. Should you have any questions,
please contact me at (562) 590-5071 or seth.villanueva@coastal.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Seth Villanueva
Coastal Program Analyst



Coaskd At 306(0(1)

(i) (1) Any proposed development which the executive director finds to be a
temporary event which does not have any significant adverse impact upon coastal
resources within the meaning of guidelines adopted pursuant to this subdivision by the
commission. The commission shall, after public hearing, adopt guidelines to implement
this subdivision to assist local governments and persons planning temporary events in
complying with this division by specifying the standards which the executive director
shall use in determining whether a temporary event is excluded from permit
requirements pursuant to this subdivision. The guidelines adopted pursuant fo this
subdivision shall be exempt from the review of the Office of Administrative Law and
from the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(2) Exclusion or waiver from the coastal development permit requirements of this
division pursuant to this subdivision does not diminish, waive, or otherwise prevent the
commission from asserting and exercising its coastal development permit jurisdiction
over any temporary event at any time if the commission determines that the exercise of
its jurisdiction is necessary to implement the coastal resource protection policies of
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 30200).

(Amended by Ch. 1075, Stats. 1978; Ch. 919, Stats. 1979; Ch. 43, Stats. 1982; Ch.
1470, Stats. 1982; Ch. 1088, Stats. 1992; Ch. 697, Stats. 2004.)
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T0: Local Governments and Interested Persons

FROM: " Coastal Commission Staff -

Guidelines Far the Exclusion of Temporary Events from
Coastal Commission Permit Requirements - Adopted 5/12/93

I. Purpose and Authority.

SUBJE

The purpose of these guidelines is to identify the standards the Coastal
Commission staff, under the direction of the Executive Director, will use in
determining whether a temporary event is excluded from coastal development
permit requirements pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30610 (i) (as
amended by SB 1578, Ch. 1088, Stats. 1992). The guidelines are for use in
areas where the Coastal Commission retains coastal development permit
authority. These guidelines may be utilized by local governments for
reference in developing Local Coastal Programs or in processing LCP
amendments, if required, to address coastal development permit jurisdiction

. over temporary events.

11, Jgriteria forgggclus{on from Permit Réqgjrements.

Except as provided in Section III. below, the Executive Director shall exclude
from coasta)-development permit requirements all temporary events except)those

which mee? a]l}of the following criteria: i

a) Are held between Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day; and,

b) Occupy all or a portion of a sandy beach area; and,

c) Involve a charge for general public admission or seating where no fee
is currently charged for use of the same area (not including booth or
entry fees).

Onlv temporary events meeting all of the above criteria shall require coastal
development permit review, however,

The Executive Director may also exclude from permit requirements temporary
events meeting all of the above criteria when:

d) The fee is for preferred seating only and more than 75% of the

provided seating capacity is available free of charge for general public use;
or,
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@) The event is held .on sandy beach area in a remote location with
minimal demand for public use, and there is no potential for adverse effect on
sensitive coastal resources; or,

f) The event is less than one day in duration; or,

g) The event has previously received a coastal development permit and
will be held in the same location, at a similar season, and for the same
duration, with operating and environmental conditions substantially the same
as those associated with the previously-approved event.

III. Executive Director or Commission Discretion to Require a Permit.

The Executive Director, or the Commission through direction to the Executive:
Director, may determine that a temporary event shall be subject to Commission
coastal development permit review, even if the criteria in Section II. are not
met, if the Executive Director or the Commission determines that unique or
changing circumstances exist relative to a particular temporary event that
have the potential for significant adverse impacts on coastal resources. Such
circumstances may include the following:

a) The event, either individually or together with ather temporary events
scheduled before or after the particular event, precludes the general public
from use of a public recreational area for a significant period of time;

B) The event and its associated activities or access requirements will
gither directly or indirectly impact environmentally sensitive habitat areas,
rare or endangered species, significant scenic resources, or other coastal
rasources as defined in Section V. of these guidelines;

c) The event is scheduled between Memorial Qay weekend and Labor Day and
wouid restrict public use of roadways or parking areas or otherwise
significantly impact public use or access to coastal waters;

d) The event has historicaily required a coastal development permit o
address and monitor associated impacts to coastal resources.

Ty. Modifications to Guidelines .bv the Commission.

The Commission may amend these guidelines at any time if it is determined such
modification is necessary to more effectively implement Section 30610(i) of
the Coastal Act, and provide Coastal Commission coastal development permit
raview of any category of temporary events having the potential for
significant impacts to coastal resources; or, eliminate such review of any
category of temparary events having no such potential.
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V. Definitions.
For purposes of these guidelines, the‘fol1ow1ng definitions shall apply:

a) "Temporary event(s)" means an activity or use that constitutes
development as defined in Section 30106 of the Coastal Act; and is an activity
or function of limited duration; and involves the placement of non-permanent
structures; and/or involves exclusive use of a sandy beach, parkland, filled
tidelands, water, streets or parking area which is otherwise open and
available for general public use;

b) "Limited duration" means a period of time which does not exceed a two
week period on a continual basis, or does not exceed a consecutive four month
period on an intermittent basis;

c) “Non-permanent structures® include, but are not limited to, bleachers,
perimeter fencing, vendor tents/canopies, judging stands, trailers, portable
toilets, sound/video equipment, stages, platforms, movie/film sets, etc.,
which do not involve grading or landform alteration for installation.

d) "Exclusive use" means a use that precludes use in the area of the
event for public recreation, beach access or access to coastal waters other
than for or through the event itself.

e) "Coastal resources" include, but are not iimited to, public access
opportunities, visitor and recreational facilities, water-oriented activities,
marine resources, biological resources, environmentally sensitive habitat
areas, agricultural lands, and archaeological or paleontological resources.

f) "Sandy beach area" includes publicly owned and privately owned sandy
areas fronting on coastal waters, regardless of the existence of potential
prescriptive rights or a public trust interest.

(B499A)
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