STATE OF CALIFORNIA - NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM., Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

South Coast Area Office

301 E. Ocean Blvd., Suite 300

Long Beach, CA 90802-4351

(562) 590-5071 July 9, 2026

Venice Beach FWC LLC
Attention: John Cohn

3014 Pacific Avenue, Suite A
Venice, CA 90291

Subject: EXCLUSION OF TEMPORARY EVENTS
Site: Windward Plaza, Venice, City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County
Applicant: Balboa Chamber of Commerce
Event Date: July 10-12, 2026 (Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Fan Zone at Venice
Beach)
Commission Reference # 5-26-0158-X

Dear Mr. Cohn:

On May 29, 2026, Commission staff received an application for the subject Los Angeles World Cup
2026 Fan Zone at Venice Beach. Commission staff has reviewed the application and determined,
pursuant to Section 30610(i) of the Coastal Act and the Guidelines for the Exclusion of Temporary
Events from Coastal Commission Permit Requirements adopted by the Commission on May 12,
1993, that the proposed July 10-12, 2026 (Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Fan Zone at Venice
Beach) event qualifies to be excluded from coastal development permit requirements.

Based on the information you have provided, the proposed project is a temporary World Cup 2026
Viewing Party taking place throughout the hardscape and grassy park area of Windward Plaza in
Venice, City of Los Angeles. Set-up for the event is from July 6 to 10, 2026, while takedown is
from July 12 to 14, 2026. The actual event will occur over the three days of Friday, July 10, 2026,
to Sunday, July 12, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The proposed event will include the
placement of the following temporary structures within Windward Plaza: perimeter fencing, portable
staging, video screens, vendor tents (including food and alcohol in designated areas), and portable
restrooms. The event is a ticketed event, with paid activity July 10 and 11 that includes different
sections for paid, free, and 21+ attendees, as well as an entirely free community event day on July
12. Tickets are sold online to the general public for the ticketed areas, ranging in price from $25 for
general admission to $215 for a premium VIP lounge experience. 25 percent of the total event
capacity is accessible to the public in a designated free viewing section that will have video screen
visibility and restroom access. Ocean Front Walk will remain freely accessible to the general public
for the duration of the event. The temporary event structures will be entirely removed upon
completion of the event. Parking for the event is available at the nearby Venice Beach Parking Lot
and the applicant is promoting the usage of public transit by attendees. The applicant is
responsible for receiving all necessary authorizations from the City of Los Angeles Department of
Recreation and Parks for the utilization of Windward Plaza for the proposed activity.

According to the Guidelines for the Exclusion of Temporary Events from Coastal Commission
Permit Requirements (herein “Guidelines”) the Executive Director may exclude from permit
requirements all temporary events except those which meet all of the following criteria
(notwithstanding other circumstances outlined in the guidelines): 1) the event is held between
Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day; 2) the event will occupy all or a portion of a sandy beach
area; 3) the event will involve a charge for general public admission or seating where no fee is
currently charged for use of the same area. The proposed event will occur between Memorial Day
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and Labor Day. The event will not occupy a portion of the sandy public beach area and is limited
to the existing public park area. The event will involve a fee, however a portion is offered free of
charge. Thus, the event only meets two of the three criteria and therefore, according to the
Guidelines, the Executive Director has excluded the subject temporary event from coastal
development permit requirements.

Please be advised that only the project described above (and reflected on the attached plans) is
excluded from the permit requirements of the Coastal Act. Any change in the project may cause it
to lose its excluded status. This certification is based on information provided by the recipient of
this letter. If, at a later date, this information is found to be incorrect or incomplete, this letter will
become invalid, and any development occurring at that time must cease until a coastal
development permit is obtained or a new determination is made that no permit is required.

Thank you for contacting Commission staff regarding your event. Should you have any questions,
please contact me at (562) 590-5071 or seth.villanueva@coastal.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Seth Villanueva
Coastal Program Analyst



