Date: July 14, 2026
Subject: Councilmember Traci Park and the Department of Recreations and Parks are
not operating responsibly in Venice - Complaint and Public Record Act request.

Hello Councilmember Park and RAP Commissioners,

Public property belongs to the people—not to elected officials, City staff, or private
event operators. Decisions involving taxpayer-funded public assets must be approved
before they are implemented, not after the fact. Anything less undermines transparency,
meaningful public oversight, and public trust in City government.

Windward Plaza and the surrounding public park area are an important public coastal
zone park area in the dual permit area of the coastal zone in Venice. This weekend the
"World Cup 2026 - Fan Zone” took over Windward Plaza privatizing the majority of the
public recreation area on July 10, 11, and 12 with a minimum $60 entrance fee.

Councilmember Traci Park personally promoted this event in multiple postings on her
social media (below).

Meanwhile, "26-179" is a Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Report dated
July 16, 2026. Sonya Young Jimenez is identified as Superintendent, Department of
Recreation and Parks, Venice Beach and West Region.

26-179 includes Recommendations; Summary; Environmental Impact; Fiscal Impact;
And list of Attachments/Exhibits: 1. License Agreement, signed by RAP General
Manager Jimmy Kim.

The attached "License Agreement between the City of Los Angeles and Venice Beach
FWC, LLC to Operate the Windward Plaza Official Fifa Fan Zone and Health and
Wellness Event” is an unsigned document.

However, Exhibit D of the License Agreement is "Timeline - FWC LLC - FIFA Fanzone -
Venice Beach 2026 Run of Show” showing the event took place on July 11, 12, and 13,
2026.

How is this acceptable? What liability risks were taxpayers exposed to regardless
of the actual outcomes on July 11, 12, and 13?

Taxpayer concerns are legitimate




After-the-fact approval of a City contract for a high-profile event on iconic public spaces
like Windward Plaza undermines transparency, meaningful public oversight, and
confidence in the City's stewardship of taxpayer-funded public assets.

Please provide the relevant documentation supporting this Public Record Act
requests - Please include all communications including but not limited to texts of
any kind; emails, letters, or other forms of written communication; meetings with
date, location, agenda, persons present; and minutes; etc., with any party:

e Why was the agreement not fully executed before exclusive use of public
property?

e Who authorized the use of Windward Plaza before Board approval?

e Were indemnification provisions in effect before occupancy?

o If something had gone wrong before approval, what agreement governed
liability?

These are public accountability issues.

Required Public Process

The privatization of a large area of public coastal zone park area around Windward
Plaza from July 11-13 for a fee-based event at a minimum $60 entry fee required a
public hearing, public comment, and board deliberation. It also required a coastal
development permit for a “change of use” and “change of intensity of use” of primary
public access coastal park land. It also required a valid city contract with
indemnification for taxpayers.

Brown Act Requirements:

e public notice,

e public comment,

e Board deliberation, and

e approval before City resources are committed.

Violation of the Brown Act
The "World Cup 2026 - Fan Zone” at Windward Plaza on July 11, 12, and 13, 2026, was
not approved in a publicly noticed meeting before the event.

e No public notice, public hearing, public comment, board deliberation
e the Board's statutory approval authority was bypassed,
e the Board did not retain meaningful discretion,



e On July 16, 2026, the Board is being asked to ratify a completed decision.

The scheduled RAP commission board hearing for 26-179 - "License Agreement
between the City of Los Angeles and Venice Beach FWC, LLC to Operate the
Windward Plaza Official Fifa Fan Zone and Health and Wellness Event” on July 16,
2026, is seeking an after-the-fact approval. It is symbolic only from a public participation
and board deliberation perspective. The practical decision has already been made.

1. Event Organizer - Venice Beach FWC, LLC

California Secretary of State public records show that John William Cohn filed the
Articles of Organization CA Limited Liability Company for Venice Beach FWC, LLC on
May 29. 2026. Mr. Cohn filed a Statement of Information for Venice Beach FWC, LLC
on June 1, 2026.

RAP did not execute a “License Agreement” with Mr. Cohn, Venice Beach FWC, LLC, in
advance of the event on July 11-13, 2026.

2. After-the-Fact Approval of a City Contract & Taxpayer Liability

"26-179" is a Board Report for Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners dated July
16, 2026. It includes Recommendations; Summary; Environmental Impact; Fiscal
Impact; And list of Attachments/Exhibits: 1. License Agreement, signed by RAP General
Manager Jimmy Kim. However, the attached "License Agreement between the City of
Los Angeles and Venice Beach FWC, LLC to Operate the Windward Plaza Official Fifa
Fan Zone and Health and Wellness Event” is an unsigned document. This is apparently
scheduled for after-the-fact approval by the Board of Recreation and Park
Commissioners on July 16, 2026.

26-179 "LICENSE AGREEMENT” includes #12, Representations and Warranties:
“This AGREEMENT constitutes the valid and legal binding obligation of CITY and
LICENSEE, enforceable in accordance with its terms and conditions.” But it was not
signed in advance of the event.

#19, Ratification states, “PARTIES may have begun performance of their obligations
required hereunder prior to the execution of this AGREEMENT. By its execution hereof,
LICENSEE hereby accepts that its activities are subject to all of the terms, covenants,
and conditions of this AGREEMENT.” For taxpayers, it is not acceptable or responsible




for any party associated with the City of Los Angeles to conduct business in this
way. After-the-fact approval of a city contract for the private use of Windward Plaza
violates the Brown Act and the Coastal Act. This event did not promote equitable
access to valuable public resources at Venice Beach for the non-fee-paying public.
After-the-fact approval of a city contract does not protect taxpayers from potential
liabilities associated with a major private event at Windward Plaza on July 11, 12, and
13, 2026.

#5 “Obligations of LICENSEE states “Licensee shall (a) Obtain any and all operating
permits and/or licenses that may be required in connection with its operations, including
but not limited to, tax permits, business licenses, health permits, certifications, etc.”_is a
self-indicting statement for the RAP. The "License Agreement” identifies the
obligations of a Licensee to get the relevant tax permits, business licenses, health
permits, certifications, in advance of the event. But RAP and perhaps other city officials
did not requirie the underlying "License Agreement between the City of Los Angeles and
Venice Beach FWC, LLC to Operate the Windward Plaza Official Fifa Fan Zone and
Health and Wellness Event” to be signed in advance.

12. Representations and Warranties.

CITY and LICENSEE each represents and warrants to the other that it has full
power and authority to execute this AGREEMENT and to perform its obligations
and requirements hereunder. This AGREEMENT constitutes the valid and
legal binding obligation of CITY and LICENSEE, enforceable in accordance
with its terms and conditions.

19. Ratification

PARTIES may have begun performance of their obligations required hereunder
prior to the execution of this AGREEMENT. By its execution hereof, LICENSEE
hereby accepts that its activities are subject to all of the terms, covenants, and
conditions of this AGREEMENT.

20. Incorporation of Documents.

This AGREEMENT and incorporated documents represent the entire integrated
agreement of the PARTIES and supersedes all prior written or oral
representations, discussions, and agreements. The following documents are
incorporated and made a part hereof by reference.

Exhibit A: Site Map of the Windward Plaza Official FIFA Fan Zone and Health
and Wellness Event



Exhibit B: Insurance Requirements and Instructions for Submission
Exhibit C: Invoice
Exhibit D: Timeline

EXHIBIT B is "Form Gen. 146 Insurance Requirement" signed by John William
Cohn on June 30, 2026.

EXHIBIT D is "Timeline - FWC LLC - FIFA Fanzone - Venice Beach 2026 Run of
Show.”
The “Timeline” shows that the event took place on July 11, 12, and 13, 2026.

#5 “Obligations of LICENSEE - LICENSEE shall”:

a. Obtain any and all operating permits and/or licenses that may be required in
connection with its operations, including but not limited to, tax permits, business
licenses, health permits, certifications, etc.

It is unacceptable that this public event took place between July 11-13 without an
underlying "LICENSE AGREEMENT” signed by John William Cohn, Venice Beach
FWC, LLC.

Please all parties confirm receipt of this email. | would appreciate your response at your
earliest possible opportunity.

Appreciatively,

Margaret Molloy



1. July 16, 2026, Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Meeting

BOARD REPORT - NO. 26-179
DATE July 16, 2026
C.D. 11

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS
SUBJECT:

VENICE BEACH RECREATION AREAS — LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR
THE

OPERATION OF THE LOS ANGELES WORLD CUP 26 FAN ZONE AND
HEALTH AND WELLNESS EVENT — CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 19, SECTION 15304(e) [MINOR
TEMPORARY USE OF LAND HAVING NEGLIGIBLE OR NO PERMANENT
EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING CARNIVALS, SALES OF
CHRISTMAS TREES, ETC.] AND SECTION 15323 [NORMAL
OPERATIONS OF EXISTING FACILITIES FOR PUBLIC GATHERINGS
FOR WHICH THE FACILITIES WERE DESIGNED, WHERE THERE IS A
PAST HISTORY OF THE FACILITY BEING USED FOR THE SAME OR
SIMILAR KIND OF PURPOSE] OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES AND
ARTICLE IIl, SECTION 1, CLASS 4(6) AND CLASS 23 OF CITY CEQA
GUIDELINES

The Board Report states:
SUMMARY

Venice Beach Recreation Center is located at 1800 Ocean Front Walk, Venice,
CA 90291. It is the busiest facility operated by the Department of Recreation and
Parks. This iconic site attracts visitors from all over the world and it is estimated
that approximately 28,000 to 30,000 people visit the Venice Beach Boardwalk
and adjacent Recreation and Parks property on a daily basis. The Boardwalk,
also known as Ocean Front Walk, is the second most-visited destination in
Southern California, with an average of over ten million visitors per year. It is
known as one of the region’s most popular tourist attractions



The event is intended to attract tourists and residents, while generating revenue
to support RAP programs and initiatives. Term shall be from July 6, 2026 through
July 24, 2026 to allow for set up, tear down, and related activities.

*3-day event on July 10, 11, and 12, 2026.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

The proposed Board action involves the temporary use of public land that will not
have permanent impacts on the environment and normal operations of existing
facilities for public gatherings for which the facilities were designed, where there is
a past history of the facility being used for the same or similar kind of purpose.

LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND
VENICE BEACH FWC, LLC TO OPERATE THE WINDWARD PLAZA OFFICIAL
FIFA FAN ZONE AND HEALTH AND WELLNESS EVENT

WHEREAS, CITY, through its Department of Recreation and Parks (“RAP”), owns,
operates and maintains real property commonly known as the Venice Beach; and,

WHEREAS, LICENSEE desires to use certain portions of Venice Beach as more
fully set forth in this AGREEMENT for the operation of the Windward Plaza Official
FIFA Fan Zone and Health and Wellness Event; and,

WHEREAS, RAP is amenable to authorizing such use of the PREMISES (as such
term is defined in this AGREEMENT and as more fully shown by the Site Map

attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A, pursuant to the
terms and conditions of this AGREEMENT for the TERM (as later defined herein).

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, the anticipated benefits to
the public, and the terms and conditions set forth herein and the performance
thereof, PARTIES hereby agree as follows:

3. Access to Premises.

It is understood by PARTIES that Venice Beach is a public park and therefore
shall not be considered exclusive to the LICENSEE, except as otherwise provided
in this AGREEMENT.

4. Permitted Use and Use Restrictions.



The Windward Plaza Official FIFA Fan Zone is a two-day event with free
admission, with premium and VIP options available at a charge.

b. Security shall be provided for crowd management and safety. Parking is not
available at the PREMISES. A total of 3,000 attendees are estimated to attend per
day.

5. Obligations of LICENSEE. LICENSEE shall:

a. Obtain any and all operating permits and/or licenses that may be required in
connection with its operations, including but not limited to, tax permits, business
licenses, health permits, certifications, etc.

8. Insurance.

9. Indemnification.

a. Except for the active negligence or willful misconduct of CITY, or any of its
boards, officers, agents, employees, assigns and successors in interest,
LICENSEE shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless CITY and any of its boards,
officers, agents, employees, assigns, and successors in interest from and against
all lawsuits and causes of action, claims, losses, demands and expenses,
including, but not limited to, (i) attorney's fees (both in house and outside counsel)
and cost of litigation (including all actual litigation costs incurred by CITY, including
but not limited to, costs of experts and consultants), (ii)) damages or liability of any
nature whatsoever, (iii) for death or injury to any person, including LICENSEE’s
employees and agents, or (iv) damage or destruction of any property of either
PARTY hereto or of third parties, arising in any manner by reason of an act, error,
or omission by LICENSEE, its subcontractors, or their boards, officers, agents,
employees, assigns, and successors in interest. The rights and remedies of CITY
provided in this Section shall not be exclusive and are in addition to any other
rights and remedies provided by law or under this AGREEMENT. This provision
will survive expiration or termination of this AGREEMENT.

Contact for LICENSEE:

John Cohn

4307 S. Centinela, Los Angeles, CA 90066
Email: john@thejungle.biz



mailto:john@thejungle.biz

Phone: (310) 396-6764

Contact for RAP:

Sonya Young Jimenez, Superintendent
2459 Motor Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90064
Email: sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org
Phone: (310) 202-2803

12. Representations and Warranties.

CITY and LICENSEE each represents and warrants to the other that it has full
power and authority to execute this AGREEMENT and to perform its obligations
and requirements hereunder. This AGREEMENT constitutes the valid and legal
binding obligation of CITY and LICENSEE, enforceable in accordance with
its terms and conditions.

19. Ratification

PARTIES may have begun performance of their obligations required hereunder
prior to the execution of this AGREEMENT. By its execution hereof, LICENSEE
hereby accepts that its activities are subject to all of the terms, covenants, and
conditions of this AGREEMENT.

20. Incorporation of Documents.

This AGREEMENT and incorporated documents represent the entire integrated
agreement of the PARTIES and supersedes all prior written or oral
representations, discussions, and agreements. The following documents are
incorporated and made a part hereof by reference.

Exhibit A: Site Map of the Windward Plaza Official FIFA Fan Zone and Health and
Wellness Event

Exhibit B: Insurance Requirements and Instructions for Submission

Exhibit C: Invoice

Exhibit D: Timeline

(emphasis added)
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3. California Secretary of State public records for Venice Beach FWC, LLC

Venice Beach FWC LLC - SoS Articles_5/29/2026_John William Cohn
Venice Beach FWC LLC - SoS SOI_6/01/2026_John William Cohn



4. EXHIBIT B of RAP 26-179-2 - "World Cup 2026 - Fan Zone”

EXHIBIT B
Form Gen. 146
Insurance Requirement

Form Gen. 146 (Rev. 6/12)

Required Insurance and Minimum Limits
Date: | 06/3042026

Agreement/Reference: FIFA 26 Fan Zone at Venice Beach

Evidence of coverages checked below, with the specified mmimmm limits, must be submitted and approved pror to
1pancy/start of op A shown are Combined Single Limits ("CSLs"). For Automobile Liability, split

limits may be substitutad for a CSL if the total per occurence equals or exceeds the CSL amount.

Limits
v Workers' Compensation (WWC) and Emplover’s Liability (EL)
WC  Stanwory
EL 31,000,000
m“'lj\'!'! of Subrogation in faver of City EILungsbm'e & Harbor Workers
D.Tmes Act
v c 1 Liability City of Los Angeles must be named as an additional insured party $ 1,000,000
EIPmdmmComplmd Operations DSexunl Misconduct
[JFire Legal Liability
@ $2,000,000 aggregate. and $2,000,000 Host Liguor Lisbilty
E] Occurence-Based
¥ Automobile Liability (for any and all vehscles used for this contract. other than commmuting to/from work) $ 1,000,000
Professional Liability (Erors and Omissions)
Discovery Period 12 months after completion of work o date of lermination
Property Insurance (to cover replacement cost of building - as determined by insurance company)
[7] An Risk Coveraze "] Boiler and Machinery
[ Flood [] Builder's Risk
[] Earthquake (]
v  Umbrella Liability 3 3,000,000
O

Surety Bonds - Performance and Payment (Labor and Materials) Bonds

Crime Insurance

Other: Provided to: Adan Pulido
I a contractor has no employees and decides to not cover herselffhimself for workers’ compensation, please
complete the form entitled "Request Tor Waiver of Workers Compensation Insurance Requirement” located at:
http-ifcao tacity. nsuranceForms.htm
in the absence of imposed auto fiability requirements, all contractors using vehicies during the course of their
contract must adhere to the financial responsibility laws of the State of California:



5. EXHIBIT D of RAP 26-179-2 - "World Cup 2026 - Fan Zone”

EXHIBIT D
Timeline

FWC LLC
FIFA Fanzone — Venice Beach 2026 Run Of Show

FIFA Fanzone — Venice Beach
July 6-July 10: Set-up
Event and match times:

Friday, July 10: 12:00 p.m. match — Gates open at 10:30 a.m. After party begins 3:00-4:00
p.m. (no additional minors admitted after this point). The event closes at 10:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 11: 2:00 p.m_, 6:00 p.m. matches — Gates open at 12:00 p.m. and close at 10:00
p.m.

Sunday, July 12: Wellness event (Coffee & Chill) 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m., dance event 3:00
p.m.—10:00 p.m.

July 13—July 14: Load out / restore site



