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Please describe the purpose and intent of the grant. 

Venice Heritage Museum (VHM) is the first-ever museum for Venice, CA, a place to experience 
stories and collections from one of the most culturally rich and innovative communities in the 
United States. Since opening, our free public programming has highlighted both well-known and 
more obscure stories, showcasing their relevance in today's world and enriching the lives of 
current and future generations by connecting the present with the past. The VHM Oral History 
Project has been/will be highlighted in all exhibits and is free to the public, in its entirety, through 
the VHM website.  

The Neighborhood Purposes Grant will enable VHM to pay for essential supplies needed for 
exhibiting the work of local Venice photographers. A key section of our opening exhibition at our 
new location at 1234 Pacific Ave. will be dedicated to featuring photography showing Venice in 
previous eras as captured by those who call the neighborhood home. Thus, half of the NPG 
funds will be spent on production materials such as framing, photograph printing, and more. In 
addition, the remaining half of the funds will help to cover the expense of editing oral history 
interview videos featuring notable Venice residents that will be included in the opening exhibition 
as well as in upcoming public programming. 

How will this grant be used to primarily support or serve a public purpose and benefit the 
public at-large.  

We are seeking NPG support to produce and present exhibitions and oral history interview 
videos as part of VHM’s work to preserve, showcase, and nurture the diverse cultural heritage 
and histories of Venice, CA. This activity is accompanied by regular open hours and guided 
tours, taking place in Spring/Summer 2026 in CD 11. 

Ever since our initial public opening in 2024 at our former location, VHM has cultivated a sense 
of pride in Venice among its communities. Free programming and admission has helped 
position VHM as common ground for Venetians across generations. Over 6,000+ visitors came 
to our former location, and common themes of interest were shared with staff and Board, 
including a wish to see dedicated space for the work of local photographers, highlighting those 
who have helped us see Venice over the years. Simultaneously, the oral history interview videos 
that were presented to the public upon our opening have proven to be popular throughout 
Venice and have brought attention to the museum from further afield. 

NPG support will help VHM in two key ways: 1) funds will enable us to complete editing for 6 
recently filmed oral history interviews that will be shown to the public at our new location at 1234 
Pacific Ave (as well these videos will be put online); and, 2) NPG support will also provide 
crucial assistance to VHM in dedicating a section of our new location for exhibiting the work of 
local photographers.  

One of the major barriers to regularly changing exhibition content and presenting new and 
interesting material for our visitors is the cost of exhibition production. NPG funds dedicated to 



exhibition essentials—wall paint, vinyl lettering, framing, photograph printing, wall labels, and 
invitation postcard printing—will allow the museum to present at least 2 exhibitions of work 
highlighting the unique aspects of photography as practiced by Venice locals.  




