Introduction to the Proposed Venice Bikeway Network

The purpose of this effort is to initiate a process that: (1) establishes a Venice Bikeway
Network that is agreed to by Venetians so that, (2) over time the designated bikeway streets
are modified with bicycling safety as the prime objective.

Venice should be an ideal neighborhood for bicycle travel. Venice Beach is a regional magnet
for visitors, many of whom arrive by bicycle. Venetians already ride bicycles five time the
rate of other Angelenos, and at rates similar to renowned cycling-friendly American cities
such as San Francisco and Portland. Venice’s flat terrain, moderate climate, relatively
compact size, mixed-used housing and interesting neighborhoods encourages the use of
bicycles. The 45-year old Marvin Braude Bike Trail, the most used bikeway in the County,
traverses Venice.

Nevertheless, bicycling in Venice is not well supported by City agencies. Its Mobility 2035
Plan, for example, shows a pitifully few streets designated as bikeways. The City has also
painted “sharrow” pavement markings on several other streets to encourage car drivers to
considerately share the roadway with bicyclists, but sharrows only suggest safe passage with
the limited data on them suggesting that they may do little to improve cycling safety
outcomes.!?

The Existing Situation:

For 45 years the Marvin Braude Coastal Bike Trail from Pacific Palisades to the base of Palos
Verdes has been an important part of Venice paralleling Ocean Front Walk. This crowded
beach part of the Bike Trail, however, has never been improved. Moreover, the part of the
Bike Trail on Washington Boulevard sees no protection: Just an unprotected bike lane with
cars traveling on the road with a posted speed limit of 35 mph to the left, and parked
cars/RVs to the right.

Los Angeles agencies have not yet derived a clear picture of what constitutes a Venice
Bikeway Network.

The Mobility 2035 Plan’s Bikeway Network (Figure 1): This map shows Venice Boulevard as
the a “Tier 1” bicycle facility in Venice along with the 3/4-mile Washington Boulevard section
of the Bike Trail. Main Street, Grand Avenue, Venice Way, Market Street, and Windward Way
form most of the remaining Plan’s bikeway network. Washington Boulevard east of Oxford
Avenue is shown as a “Tier II” bikeway, but has yet to have bicycle roadway markings of any
kind. The map also shows Lincoln Boulevard as a bikeway.

The NavigatelA Bikeway Network (Figure 2): The NavigateLA website shows a more
expansive Venice bikeway network, but the purpose of this map is only to show where City
agencies have placed bicycle roadway markings, these being: a white line lane marking
demarking the cyclist travel lane relative to vehicle traffic (red in Figure 2), a white line with
a 3-foot buffer strip to further separate cyclists from cars (lighter blue), and painted sharrow
markings (blue). It is not clear how NavigateLA’s additional streets were chosen and by
whom. Nevertheless, most of the streets on the NavigateLA map are logical segments of a
comprehensive network.




Figure 1: Mobility 2025 Plan Bikeway Network for Venice

%
%ﬁ
§“_~4° 51
: \ 4
\ z
X
3
s ...
. /
'
$
& )
$
& ¢// %)
e 5
P %,
P %

Marina del Rey

Mobility Plan 2035
Bicycle Network:

Bicycle Path

Tier | Bicycle Lane
Tier Il Bicycle Lane
Tier |1l Bicycle Lane

]

Figure 2: NavigateLA Bikeway Network
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The Draft Proposed Bikeway Network for Public Review:

Bicycles, of course, may use any of Venice’s streets at any time. The purpose of developing
a bikeway network on only select streets is to prioritize making those streets safer for
bicycling. How this might be done for any particular street will take careful thought,
consultation of the latest safety research, public involvement, and funding. First, Venetians
must agree on what streets might best serve the bicycling community.

In developing the Proposed Bikeway Network (Figure 3), members of the Parking,
Transportation, and Infrastructure Committee have taken the City’s Mobility2035 Plan and
NavigatelLA bicycle maps as starting points.

Bicycle networks, like street systems, include a hierarchy of segments. We have used the
Caltrans Bikeway Classifications seen in Appendix A. The most important bikeway segments,
“Tier I"” Bike Path, are separated from vehicle traffic and are those that connect Venice with
the larger network of city bikeways. The Marin Braude Coastal Bike Trail, being
predominately a completely separated bicycle facility, is at the top of the hierarchy, but it
includes Washington Boulevard from the beach to Oxford Avenue. This section is not
completely separated.

The next level of importance is often referred to as a “Tier II” or "Major” Bicycle Lane.
Washington Boulevard east of Oxford Avenue, Venice Boulevard, and Main Street connect
with the larger region and are of Tier I importance. Rose Avenue, although not as important
a regional connector, nevertheless is an important east-west bikeway within Venice and
should also be in this second tier.

The authors had initially considered Lincoln Boulevard, especially, and Walgrove Avenue as
second tier because of their regional connectivity. After having cycled both, the streets were
deemed too unsafe relative to other adjacent North-South roads in the neighborhood and
deemed “Problematic for Bikes.” The northern-most segment of Walgrove Avenue, north of
Rose Avenue, is included because it connects with the 237 Street Bikeway into Santa Monica.

The next level of importance is the “Tier III” or “Major” Bike Route. These segments
connect Bicycle Lanes to each other through a subarea or larger community - like Venice.
The proposed Abbot Kinney Bike Route, for example, would connect the Washington
Boulevard Bike Lanes with the Venice Boulevard Bike Lanes and the Main Street Bike Lanes
through several neighborhoods of Venice.

Finally, there are roadways through neighborhoods that could be made safer for bicyclists of
all skill levels. They would be considered a “Tier III Bicycle Boulevard” or Minor Bike
Route. Selecting these streets is more difficult because many are similar to other streets in
the neighborhood. They were chosen because they connect other segments of the network,
serve schools, have slower vehicle speeds, or simply seem to attract more cyclists. Over
time, these streets would be redesigned to give cyclists at least equal status through traffic
calming measures.

Next Steps:

The draft Proposed Venice Bike Network needs to be reviewed by the public and any
suggested changes or additions carefully considered. This will take several months and
perhaps special meetings for public participation. Nothing at this point is fixed.



Figure 3: Draft Proposed Venice Bikeway Network
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Appendix A: CALTRANS: A Guide to Bikeway Classification, July 2017

CLASS | BIKEWAY

ASS 11l BIKEWAY

Bike Route

Cl sikeways, or bike routes

2nd St, Oakland

Milvia St, Berkeley

CLASS Il BIKEWAY CLASS IV BIKEWAY

Bike Lane Separated
Class I1 bikeways are bike ] Bikeway/
Cycle Track

' separated bikeway, often

Buffered B

A buffered bik proy

BIKE LANE FLANNING AND D
IREAN BIKEWAY DESIGN GUADE! C

Sioot Bivd, State Route 35, San Francisco Division St, San Francisco
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