
Verdant Venice Group



Verdant Venice 
Group (VVG)

We plant and maintain 
trees and native 
plants. We have 
planted over 450 trees 
in partnership with 
the City agencies. 



Verdant Venice Group is 
Isabelle Duvivier, Noel Johnston, Sarah Wauters, Peter Ruiz and dozens of volunteers. 



Farmer’s Market and Venice Blvd Tree Planting
We have planted dozens of Oak trees on Venice Blvd. with ceanothus/poppy understory 
plantings including at the farmer’s market site.



Appleton Way Tree Planting
We have planted more than thirty native Desert Willow trees on Appleton in East Venice. 
We do regular maintenance which includes weeding, mulching, watering, and public 
education. 



Westminster Dog Park
In collaboration with LA Recreation and Park, VVG planted dozens of  native trees, shrubs, 
and perennials, in a “microforest” designed after the famous Miyawaki concept. This garden 
was created in 2 installments (6 months apart) totaling 4 hours and included weeding, sheet 
mulching, and tree/shrub planting. 
https://urban-forests.com/miyawaki-method/

https://urban-forests.com/miyawaki-method/


Indiana, Broadway, Vernon, and Sunset Blvd Tree Planting
We have planted over a hundred trees on low-income properties in Oakwood. We do regular 
maintenance which includes weeding, mulching, watering, and public education. 



Gold’s Gym Native Tree and Demonstration Garden
Gold’s Gym - We have planted Coast Live Oaks and native understory plants to replace 
the dirty weedy patch. 

before



Venice Skill Center Native Tree and Demonstration Garden
Venice Skill Center – On the west side of the block we have planted trees and plants 
endemic to the Channel Islands including Island Ironwood and Catalina Cherry. 
On the east side we have planted natives which are rarely grown as street trees such as So. 
Ca. Black Walnut, Engelmann Oaks and Velvet Ash. 

Before During After 



Mar Vista Gardens - low-income housing Oak tree care 

Mar Vista Gardens Tree Care
Mar Vista Gardens Section 8 Housing Project – VVG regularly support the trees and the 
people who live here by doing native tree care.   



Tree and Bird Education and Identification Walks 
Working with local tree and bird experts, VVG takes quarterly educational walks throughout 
the neighborhood to help us learn more about our trees. 



 

VERDANT VENICE GROUP 
invites you to our quarterly  

TREE WALK  
   Eucalyptus of Venice 

 How to identify the trees beloved 
 and planted by Abbot Kinney  

  
  
       

      
                Meet @ Intelligentsia 

       1331 Abbot Kinney    
               10 AM      

Saturday, January                                                                                                                                

                      15 

                                                                                                                                   2022 
All members of the public welcome! 

Tree Planting and the Eucs of Abbott Kinney
Abbott Kinney, Founder of Venice was instrumental to bring Eucalyptus to California. As 
part of the Venice cultural history, we are interested in this history and in finding 
appropriate location to plant more resilient species.  



Venice Blvd Agriperm Removal
With support from the City Urban Forestry Division, VVG removed agriperm or permable
concrete from more than 75 sycamores trees on Venice Blvd. over the course of 2 years. 
We mulched and watered the trees. UFD picked up the concrete. 



Native Plant Garden At Tabor Court
With a grant from the LA Beautification Team and support of LA Department of 
Transportation, VVG is restoring the native plants in this one block long planting bed in 
the heart of Venice- Abbott Kinney and Venice Blvd. 



There are 437 species in Los Angeles that exist nowhere else on the planet. Development and 
invasive species are putting them at risk. Look at the number of species endemic to most of 
the county. (The color brown = 0 or 1 species)

Los Angeles is a Biodiversity Hotspot

Why does VVG plant natives whenever we can? 



Biodiversity In Los Angeles
There are at least 449 plant species documented in the City, possibly up to 1,127 species 
present according to the City of LA Biodiversity Report 



Biodiversity In Los Angeles
There are 325 native bird species (292 in Built-Up Areas) and 215 moth and butterfly species
Native birds, moths, and butterflies need native plants to survive since they have evolved together for millennium 





How Does Our Tree Canopy We Compare to Other Cities?
Los Angeles vs. Austin, Texas and Pittsburg
14% vs. 36% and 38%

Details behind the data:  Google uses aerial imagery collected by planes around the globe to improve Google Maps and Google 
Earth. In the Tree Canopy Lab, we use this same imagery to estimate tree canopy coverage across U.S. cities.
https://insights.sustainability.google/labs/treecanopy



Venice has less tree canopy then the average in Los Angeles and since we are not considered a low income neighborhood
we do not receive the services that other more needy neighborhoods receive from City, State, and Federal Grant 
programs. 

Venice has 10% tree canopy



Thank you
@Verdant_Venice_Group


