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Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:Rules@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
Brian Averill
August 10, 2023
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7/10/23 11:37:52 PM 

Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC.

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC.

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life.

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement.

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community.

When our architecture office was located on Abbot Kinney for 6.5 years, we regularly hosted art shows in 
our office and opened the doors for the public for various neighborhood events.
Today, my involvement has been less as I have been involved with AIA architecture committees in larger 
Los Angeles, such as recently organizing and serving as a docent for an Art District redevelopment our. 
I would like to put more of my community involvement time into my Venice neighborhood during the next 
few years.

Providing input into the work on the updated Venice &oastal =one 6pecific Plan is the most important 
work which could positively impact the neighborhood in the future. It¶s update is long overdue and it has 
the chance to address current issues of density, traffic, housing and even seal level related issues. In 
addition, I believe that the ongoing work on a project�by�project  level for the projects proposed in the 
neighborhood is of high importance to the neighborhood.

After living in Venice for many years, occasionally getting some insight into the work of L8P&, I 
would now like to contribute more fully to the work of improving the neighborhood and work on 
facilitating the work on land use and planning issues impacting my neighborhood.

I am an Architect educated in Los Angeles with a previous background in +istory of Architecture and 
Art +istory. I have 25 years of work experience,  split between current work on residential design and 
previous work on museum design. I am skilled in Architectural Design,� plan review and submittals, as 
well as 6ustainability �with L((D *reen Associate credentials�. This professional expertise would be 
beneficial serving on L8P&.

I have worked on this balance for years. 0y set�up, working part time locally, allows me to take on 
committee work. If I am selected to join L8P&, I am changing one of my current commitments on an 
AIA committee in Los Angeles. The time freed�up will be allocated to work for L8P&. I believe that 
this will a realistic time commitment. If not, I will find time in other areas to make sure to provide 
sufficient time to the work on L8P&.

Lisa Redmond
A. HELENA BERGE



Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:Rules@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
Brian Averill
August 10, 2023
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ADAM COWING

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond

Lisa Redmond



7/10/23 11:37:52 PM 

Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Redmond
ADAM COWING



Venice Neighborhood Council 
Land Use and Planning Committee 
Application Questionnaire – Adam Cowing 

 

(1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

I love living in Venice. I decided to make it my home because of its diverse people, incredible 
weather, and wonderful neighborhoods. I also appreciate that Venice has become a place where 
our city's most pressing issues – like homelessness and inequality - are pronounced. I want to 
play a role in receiving input from the public and making recommendations to the VNC as to 
how we plan and build in our community in the context of these issues. I believe that land use 
and planning decisions are critical for shaping our community and have significant impacts on 
people’s lives. More generally, I want to serve my community and believe that I have a useful 
background for serving on the LUPC.  

(2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving 
on LUPC. 

I am an attorney and law professor specializing in affordable housing and land use policy. I 
appreciate how land use and planning decisions affect our community and its people, and believe 
that engaging in these issues is critical. In addition to knowledge of relevant laws and policies, I 
have practical experience, having previously represented many affordable housing developers as 
a lawyer in private practice. Lastly, I have lived in the area for roughly a decade and appreciate 
how land use and planning decisions affect our community and its people. 

(3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC 
meetings twice per month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting 
staff reports for projects. Please describe how you will balance this with your work and 
personal life. 

I am fortunate to have flexibility in my professional life as a law professor. I also do not have 
kids, so my schedule is relatively flexible (beyond caring for my dog!). Moreover, the work of 
the LUPC is directly relevant to my professional work. This is an area I care deeply about, 
professionally and personally. I will make time. 

(4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 
 

• Volunteer, Venice Community Housing 
• Mentor, Year Up (West LA) 
• Former Staff Attorney, Public Counsel (nonprofit legal organization) 

 
 
 
 

Lisa Redmond
ADAM COWING



(5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice 
community. 

I believe that expanding housing for all income levels is the most critical planning and land use 
issue affecting the Venice community. While I understand that many in our community may be 
concerned with neighborhood change, I also believe that building more housing, accessible to 
people at all income levels, is critical to combatting homelessness and maintaining Venice’s 
character as a diverse and vibrant community. How and where we build matters. But it is critical 
that our community plays its role in expanding the supply of housing needed in our city and our 
state. This is the only way we can respond to a shortage of affordable housing that is affecting 
our entire city but affects Venice acutely. 

Lisa Redmond
ADAM COWING



Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:Rules@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
Brian Averill
August 10, 2023
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7/10/23 11:37:52 PM 

Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC.

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC.

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life.

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement.

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community.

afrafarry
Text Box
Having grown up in the LA area, I've always felt a sense of pride for our city and the character of its various neighborhoods. Now as an adult, I feel an even greater investment in making sure our communities are a desirable & comfortable place to live. Venice, like the rest of LA, is quickly evolving and I feel passionate about being an advocate for the community and a participant in its future.

afrafarry
Text Box
I am a California licensed architect, with a Bachelor of Architecture from Cornell University and a Master of Architecture & Urbanism from the Architectural Association School in London. Throughout my career as an architect, spanning over 12 years, I've worked on various scales of projects ranging from larger commercial projects to modest single family homes. All of these have required thoughtful & careful analysis of local codes as well as sensitivity towards environmental issues and the local neighborhood fabric. I've presented projects before LUPC in the past and have an appreciation for the process and unique challenges that may come up in Venice. 


afrafarry
Text Box
Most of my work life and personal life is based in and around the Venice community. Because of this, it is not difficult for me to incorporate the requirements of LUPC participation and I have the added flexibility of being a business owner and managing my own schedule.

afrafarry
Text Box
I've attended and presented at Venice Neighborhood Council meetings in the past, and currently participate in a local community-based organization called Venice Photo Club, which brings together the artist community for workshops & education opportunities. Through my involvement as a participant in this, I was inspired to spearhead the Venice Design Club, which is a monthly meetup for local designers, makers, and construction industry professionals, with the intent of providing a platform to spotlight local talent and support one another.

afrafarry
Text Box
The housing shortage is of course one of the primary challenges, and as we build new housing, continue to take into consideration how these developments will contribute to the overall quality, experience, and safety of the neighborhood. The other important issue facing Venice is the impact of climate change and the way that rising sea levels may affect existing and future developments.

Lisa Redmond
AFRA FARRY



Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

August 10, 2023

Robin

Robin
Todd                              Lorber                       818 730-0644

Robin
8 23rd Avenue                                   TLorber@NAICapital.com

Robin
Venice                                                      90291                 

Robin
Todd Lorber

Robin
August 10, 2023

Lisa Redmond
TODD LORBER
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Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Redmond
TODD LORBER



7/10/23 11:37:52 PM Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application Page 2 of 2 
Applicant Questionnaire: Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, 
but not contact information such as address, phone number and email address. 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC.

My family built and has owned apartments here for over 40 years. I've lived in Venice and in 
other parts of LA. I've seen development that is good, that appreciates the growing needs of our 
population, and I've seen some that doesn't. We're at an important point in Land Use planning for 
Venice, with State and local pressures and the new Community and Coastal Plans to be 
developed. My professional experience in land use and my personal familiarity and care for 
Venice, can help bring about better decisions for the community.

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on 
LUPC.

My work is as a industrial / commercial broker in the Valley. I've built projects ground up, from 
design through permitting and construction. I’ve dealt with lot splits, parcel maps, off site 
dedications, plan check… It isn't an easy process but having done it, I’ve learned a great deal 
about what works and what doesn't. What is appropriate to a site and the community, and what 
should be modified. That experience will enable me to evaluate projects being brought to LUPC 
as well as to give constructive input into the development of the new Community Plan.

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings 
twice per month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for 
projects? Please describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life.

I don't see the time commitment as a problem. I’m an empty nester;  my daughter is in college, 
so after school activities aren't taking up my time. I work 9 to 5 but with flexibility. I’m active 
but organized and stay on top of commitments. Serving on LUPC would be a top priority. My 
experience with property matters will enable me to evaluate and draft staff reports more readily 
than might be true for others with less experience.

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement.

Assisting in managing our family apartment buildings on Ocean Front Walk particularly 
navigating these recent years, has given me, like most Venetians, a new level of neighborhood 
and community involvement. 

I’ve been concerned by the lack of transparency by City and County decision makers as well as 
pressures and legislation being imposed by State lawmakers.

Specifically, I am opposed to the proposed Venice Dell Project for numerous reasons including 
its failure to comply with CEQA, zoning, mass, traffic, road safety, open space needs present and 
future environmental issues that affect our unique coastal community and access for all to the 

Lisa Redmond
TODD LORBER



beach.  Transparency, outreach, evaluations and legal procedures should not be skirted in the 
name of increased housing density nor for any reason.

Having served on the VNC Preserving Public Places Committee, I’ve seen the power the VNC 
can have when we join together to better the community.  By researching, analyzing and 
exposing the controlling documents, we prevented County’s proposed (exorbitantly expensive) 
demolition of the Venice Lifeguard Station tower, as the Venice community overwhelmingly 
supports.  

Repurposing existing buildings also looks to be a far for efficient means to realize housing goals.

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice 
Community.

Developing the new Venice Community and Coastal Development Plans will have far reaching 
implications for the liveability, bikeablity, walkabiltiy, affordabilty, safety and enjoyment of all 
Venetians.  We may need to challenge State or City assumptions where they do not reflect 
Venice’s realities or interests and propose better solutions.

Additionally, the ongoing work of LUPC of evaluating the suitability of projects, encouraging 
outreach dialogues with neighbors, interfacing with the VNC Board and Planning Department is 
crucial to realizing development that is good for the community.

Lisa Redmond
TODD LORBER



LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term)

Deadline: August 10, 2023, 10 am

Instructions:
Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice Neighborhood
Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to the Chair of
the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn
about the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice Neighborhood
Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped (if by email) or
postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline.

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at the
Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot
Kinney Blvd. Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to
VNC Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page.

First Name: Helmut Mark Last Name:Mack Phone: 3102661767

Street Address: 427 Linnie Canal

City: Venice State: CA Zip: 90291

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area.

Stakeholder Signature: Date: 8/9/23________

***
Valid Credentials:
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of
the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency
Card (for an address within the VNC area); School ID
Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A
business card (in combination with any of the following
with a matching Venice address: Business license,
business check, or pay stub); A recent utility bill (for an
address within the VNC area); An imprinted check
(including an address within the VNC area); Pay stub
(from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in
combination with any other credential item); School
report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the
VNC area).

Lisa Redmond
MARK MACK
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Applicant Questionnaire:
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact information such
as address, phone number and email address.

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC.

As a long time resident, 35 years, and as a trained and practicing architect with a former teaching
positions at the Department of Architecture and urban Planning at UCLA and the College of
Environmental Design at UC Berkeley, + 40years, I would like to lend my expertise and passion to
the wellbeing of the unique neighbor hood of Venice on the Beach. I have seen the many shades
of developments over the last decades and witnesses the changes both in population and the
urban fabric of our neighborhoods.
As now retired yet sporadically active architect I would like to give back time to my unique
neighborhood

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on
LUPC.

As mentioned before I have taught architecture and urban planning in two prestigious
departments of architecture and Urban planning. As an architect I have planned and executed
housing projects, planning proposals, commercial, institutional and residential architecture in four
continents

In my local architectural work I have planned and executed several housing and residential
projects in Venice, like Live work on Abbott Kinney, Residences in the Canals and on the Beach.
As an academic I explored several housing studies on Los Angeles and Venice in particular, as
well as directly advised students with projects that dealt with the Venice neighborhoods.

I have been working in the role of an architect working for clients and developers in Venice and
Los Angeles. I am a home owner and stake holder in the community of Venice. I am a developer
of my own properties in the Canals of Venice and I am benefiting from the good and bad land
use decisions happening to the freshest place on the West coast.

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects? Please
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life.

As retired of 2019 I will have time and willingness to attend meetings twice per month, the
occasional times when traveling usually in the Fall, I hope to catch up on projects by conferring
with members on the committee or participate in remote video conferencing. I am very familiar
with our neighbor hood and know most projects built in the last decades and currently.

Lisa Redmond
MARK MACK



4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement.

I was previously involved in informal roundtables on the planning issues of Venice, with Ira
Koslov, Dan Novac, Joe Murphy and others meeting at the Canal Club, 2010 or so.

I am involved on an informal way on petitions and projects that would benefit our
neighborhood.

Unsuccessfully tried to organize a design committee among local architect to lessen the strain of
overdevelopment in Venice; a committee that could self regulate projects and planning to achieve
a more balanced neighbor hood.

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice
Community.

I Like to strengthen the unique character that embodies Venice, from the uncontrolled funkiness
of the boardwalk to the tranquility of the walk streets and the canals. There is no other
neighborhood in Los Angeles that has this variety of urban character, variety of streets, variety in
scale and architectural character.
This character needs to protected from course and modernist zoning that has run its course.
These assumptions need to be replaced by a fine and intelligent zoning overlay. One that takes
into the account the historic and environmental fabric that embraces the coastline and breathes
fresh and innovative air onto the whole of our region and beyond. The millions of tourist that enjoy
our beach community are evidence that the unclassifiable neighborhood is sought after as an
urban space unlike others. One that is open minded, involves community involvement,
preservation of architectural character and serves its inhabitants as well as visitors.

Venice has one of the high-test concentration of architect designed building in the whole of the
United states, more modern style and unique buildings are dotting our streets and alley ways.
Our community, with its variety of drive streets, walk streets, canals streets and beach
promenades act as a reminder that individual variety of style and scale can lead to a healthy non
conforming environment, a respite from the cookie cutter development representing maxed out
building envelopes and by right design directives given.

I am an active walker of the streets of Venice and delight in the opportunities Venice offers as a
small scale neighborhood, from the variety of pedestrian and pedaling experiences it present
quite a unique network of accessible experiences that involve commercial and residential
development alike. While over-densification and rough planning overlays are the bane of the
whole of Los Angeles Neighborhoods, the uniqueness of Venice faces an undue burden of for
money-development for living and commercial exploitation.

The funkiness, the style, the color, the variety of people living here, the spicy flavor of Venice will
undoubtable change if the continuous trend of current developments in fashionable grey color
and over-scaled hedge fund financed empty mansions continues.

Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application
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Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:Rules@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
Brian Averill
August 10, 2023
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Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 
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Land Use and Planning Committee ± Committee Application 
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Applicant Questionnaire: 
ApplicanW¶V name and anVZeUV Wo WheVe qXeVWionV Zill be made pXblic, bXW noW conWacW 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

I served as a LUPC member from 2012 to 2023.
As a Venice residence since 1983, I appreciate being involved and want to serve my community and 
further learn about changes and requirements. My interest is in the ways that enhance and transform 
Venice’s unique qualities and needs.

As an Architect-Urban Designer, I received master’s degree from Harvard University.  I have passion
and interest to see that public spaces are to be enhanced and safe to serve the culture and our 
communities. Since 1984, I have been principle of my own firm in Venice.  In addition to doing projects 
overseas, I have done multi famiy, commercial and single-family residence in various neighborhood in 
Venice. In the past, I received a certificate of appreciation for a multifamily project in Venice from 
council for outstanding citizenship and enhancing community betterment. I have also, voulntarily 
designed for a Community Center/Dog Park , Windward Circle Fountain and a new Pier @ Rose Ave.

Based on my past and present experiences, I know that meetings are twice a month.  There has been 
many changes and every project took additional time to manage the cases for community meetings.  
Also, to review of regulations and coordinate work with the representatives to prepare staff reports and 
schedule presentations at LUPC, VNC, and coastal commmision meeting as needed .  It all works 
will regarding my personal life as well. 

I served as a LUPC member from 2012 to 2023.
As a Venice residence since 1983, I appreciate being involved and want to serve my community and 
further learn about changes and requirements. My interest is in the ways that enhance and transform 
Venice’s unique qualities and needs.

Lack of affordable housing. lack of cultural aminities as well as homeless issues/care
and housing. Also, utilizing public spaces to serve social needs and encourage public 
participation in various ways.
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Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

323-702-8280
andreas.ramani@gmail.com

90291

Andreas Ramani
856 Coeur D Alene Ave.

8/10/20

Venice

August 10, 2023
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Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

I am a long time Venice resident, and I care deeply about my community.  My children go to school in 
Venice, and my family's life revolves around this community.  I am aware that housing regulations are 
changing in California from the state down, and I want to insure that that our communities character 
and values are protected in the porocess.

I work in real estare with a focus on single family home sales, generally with first time home buyers in 
the Venice area.

I balance my work with being an at home dad.  The LUPC work requirements will be no pro blem for 
me.

I started the President's Row Neighborhood Group.  And I have been actively involved in my children's high school booster club and the Coeur D Alene booster Club.

State regulations that supercede local control.
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Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

August 10, 2023

http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:Rules@VeniceNC.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
mailto:chair-lupc@venicenc.org
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Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
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Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

The most critical planning and land use issues are ensuring enough market rate (and below)
multi-family, neighborhood appropriate density housing. Creating safe, walkable streets and mixed
zoning neighborhoods are also important to create and expand on existing vibrant and walkable
neighborhoods and communities.
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Venice Neighborhood Council
LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE 

PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 | www.VeniceNC.org 

Email: Chair-LUPC@VeniceNC.org  

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE  
COMMITTEE APPLICATION (2023-2025 Term) 

Deadline: ______________ 
Instructions: 

Stakeholders interested in joining the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council (VNC) are requested to complete the following application and: (1) Return it to 
the Chair of the Land Use and Planning Committee (chair-lupc@venicenc.org) and Rules & Elections 
Committee (Rules@VeniceNC.org) prior to 10:00 am on the application deadline above. To learn about 
the work of the Land Use and Planning Committee and the process of becoming a member of the 
committee, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org.  

Applications may be returned by email to chair-lupc@venicenc.org or by mail to: Venice 
Neighborhood Council, Attn: LUPC, PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294. Applications must be timestamped 
(if by email) or postmarked (if by mail) by 11:59 p.m. on the day of the application deadline. 

Your application will be forwarded to the VNC Board for review. Candidates will be selected at 
the Venice Neighborhood Council Board Meeting, held at Westminster Elementary School, 1010 Abbot 
Kinney Blvd.  Applicants are encouraged to attend to introduce themselves and speak before the board 
(representatives may not speak for you). Proof of stakeholder status must be presented at or prior to VNC 
Board meeting. Please see the valid credentials accepted at the bottom of this page. 

First Name: Last Name: Phone: 

Street Address: Email: 

City: State: CA Zip: 

I hereby certify, that I wish to serve on the Land Use and Planning Committee of the Venice 
Neighborhood Council and I am a Stakeholder within the boundaries of the VNC area. 

Stakeholder Signature: ___________________________  Date: _______________ 

*** 
Valid Credentials: 
A valid credential includes, but is not limited to one of the following: CA Drivers License or CA Residency Card (for 
an address within the VNC area); School ID Card (for a school with in the VNC boundaries); A business card (in 
combination with any of the following with a matching Venice address: Business license, business check, or pay stub); 
A recent utility bill (for an address within the VNC area); An imprinted check (including an address within the VNC 
area); Pay stub (from a business within the VNC area); Passport (only in combination with any other credential item); 
School report card (from a school with in the VNC boundaries); Property tax bill (with an address within the VNC 
area). 

904-686-4714

iansvilokos@gmail.com

90291

Ian Svilokos
548 Vernon Ave Apt 2

8/10/23

Venice

August 10, 2023
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Land Use and Planning Committee – Committee Application 
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Applicant Questionnaire: 
Applicant’s name and answers to these questions will be made public, but not contact 
information such as address, phone number and email address. 

 

1) Please explain why you wish to serve on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please state your professional qualifications or related life experience relevant to serving on LUPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The time commitment involved with LUPC will require your attendance at LUPC meetings twice per 
month, visiting with applicants at projects in Venice, and drafting staff reports for projects?  Please 
describe how you will balance this with your work and personal life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Please list your previous and/or current neighborhood or community involvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Please list the most critical planning and land use issues you feel are facing the Venice Community. 

 

 

 

 

After renting in Venice for the past eight years (since I've relocated to LA), I have reach a point where I
have an understanding of what makes each part of our neighborhood unique. This knowledge,
coupled with the fortune of having received a great architectural education / experience, led me to
think that it is time to start sharing / giving my time as a professional to my community. I also think it is
important for younger generations to have a presence in local government, which tends not be
common. I honestly do not think I would have been prepared well enough before this time in my life
(my young 30s), but I hope that I can be that representation of a younger generation.

I am a licensed architect with a master's degree from Yale University and have been practicing
architecture in LA since 2015. Reading community plans, interpreting zoning code, reviewing project
proposals, and visiting sites are my daily responsibilities as a professional. I have had the opportunity
to work on many projects as a professional, but have specifically completed affordable housing
projects, market rate housing projects, and commercial tenant spaces which I believe will all be an
integral part of the future development of our Venice neighborhood. On a personal level, I've also had
the opportunity to travel to and study various neighborhoods, towns and cities across the globe, seeing
and experiencing successful (and unsuccessful) planning strategies.

I have the privilege of owning and operating my own architecture firm, so I am able to set my own work
schedule - making time for my responsibilities with the LUPC will be easily manageable.

(Please note that I have a previously planned trip to visit my family out of state on the evening of the
VNC board meeting (08/15) and apologize for not being able to be present.)

- people experiencing homelessness
- empty lots / underutilized properties
- preservation of neighborhood character while integrating adaptive reuse strategies
- tree canopy, native landscaping and composting
- intelligent and compassionate urban densification
- sea level rise (the other issues on my list are more immediate, but this will likely always be an issue
in our lifetimes)
- supporting / developing businesses that serve the local community vs businesses that act as
destinations

- continuing support of VCH
- attending communities events (Louver Gallery openings, Grunyon run, GrlSwirl events, 
- BLM marches in 2020
- voting in VNC elections
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