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Venice Arbor Committee (VArb) Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting Date: Jan 28, 2022  
Meeting Time: 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Pacific Time  
Meeting Location: Webinar online zoom meeting 
Contact: isabelle@idarchitect.com, sarahwauters123@gmail.com 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89750248347 
 
Meeting ID: 897 5024 8347 
Dial: 669 900 9128 US  
 
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY BILL 361 (RIVAS) AND DUE TO 
CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE VENICE ARBOR COMMITTEE OF THE VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE 
CONDUCTED ENTIRELY WITH A CALL-IN OPTION OR INTERNET-BASED SERVICE OPTION. 
 
AB 361 Updates - 
Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting, only real-time public comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from observing or hearing the 
meeting, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to provide public comment or be heard due to issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting must be recessed or 
adjourned. 

 
Public Posting of Agendas - 
Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows: 
● Los Angeles Pubic Library, Venice Branch; Beyond Baroque 
● www.NeighborhoodCouncilWebsite.com 
● You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System (ENS) 

 
Notice to Paid Representatives - 
If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information 
is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
 
The Americans With Disabilities Act - 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make 
your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Sarah Wauters, Chairperson Member, at 917 822 2247 or email sarahwauters123@gmail.com. 
 
Public Access of Records -  
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the Committee in advance of a meeting may be viewed at the Venice Arbor Committee page of the 
Venice Neighborhood Council our website: https://www.venicenc.org/committees/viewCommittee/venice-arbor-committee or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the 
agenda, please contact Sarah Wauters or Isabelle Duvivier at 917 822 2247 and 310 291-0871 respectively or email sarahwauters123@gmail.com. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The public is requested to dial *9 on their phone if calling in or press the Raise Hand button if attending by ZOOM when prompted by the presiding officer, to address the Committee on any agenda item before the Committee  takes 
an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the 
Committee's jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public 
Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 60 seconds per speaker, unless adjusted by the chair officer of the 
Committee. 
 
Virtual Board Meeting Rules 
• Raise your hand (or when accessing by telephone, press *9) if you have a public comment only WHEN we get to that specific item. 
• After you speak, please lower your hand. 
• All panelists (board members) and attendees (public) will be muted until the administrator unmutes you for comment. 
• Committee members will get one chance to speak for a max of 2 minutes per item. 
• Public comment will be limited to one comment for 60 seconds per item. 
• Please do not raise your hand more then once per item 
• Raise your hand at the start of the items you want to speak on. We will then close public comment and announce the last person to speak a few minutes after the start of the item. 
• No ceding your time to others will be allowed 
• The meeting is being video and audio recorded 
The public will be able to listen and speak but their video will be disabled. 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 

 
Isabelle Duvivier, Co-Chair (ID) X   
Sarah Wauters,Co-Chair (SW) X   
Mark Ryavec 0   
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Noel Johnston X   
Barry Campion X Jim Murez (ex-officio)  

 
3. Review, Comment and Adopt Minutes from prior meeting. Move IS second SRW 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT – non-agenda items related to Venice Arbor Committee only 
5. Reports 

a. Chair Report - IS - Community Forest Advisory Committee (CFAC) Yesterday building around trees 
CFAC had big conversation to save the space around buildings for trees under SB9. Rachel Malerich 
also spoke. Joanne D’Angelo passed a new motion and we can agendize that for next month. Inventory 
at 50% a lot of neighborhoods don’t have funding. There are low vacancy rates in Mar Vista, higher 
elsewhere. 

b. VVG Report - Noel 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Watering Truck and Strategies 
a. Possible cooperation with Pacific Palisades to pay for a watering truck for trees. SRW volunteers to 

make spreadsheet of the costs of different scenarios. John T and Sarah and SRW will work together. 
2. Growing Seeds –  

a. Several individuals to start planting seeds. Farmer’s market farmer has offered. Cork oaks available at 
City facility at Griffith Park. Noel suggested that the cork oaks go into the north side of Venice just West 
of Lincoln. Robin suggests send request to Daffodil Tyminski to share with neighborhoods committee. 
Barry suggest 3 or 4 groups she knows who will have room for cork oaks. Paola asked that we attend a 
meeting with EVNA to teach them how to order street trees and also yard trees. Robin suggests that we 
put on our page the links to the City Plants and to Tree People.   

3. Trees in the Venice Community Plan –  
a. ID says that the community plan is including large densification without amenities – in Venice. No 

language around putting trees in the community plan, according to Stephen Dupre. EVNA has already 
made suggestions to generally change the plan. Community plan in Boyle Heights has similar 
information. Link to the community plan in the planning department. CFAC did work on DTLA community 
plan. We could use some of the language that they put into the DTLA plan. Isabelle wants to create a 
map that shows where density is and where we could plant trees and where the plants are NOT 
plantable because of the City requirements. More specificity show where the parkway is too narrow. Like 
the slow streets map – she is thinking that we should put in bulb outs and require a greater percentage 
of the lot should be devoted to tree canopy. Trees at the corners and also in the middle. Santa Monica 
put in the taking of some parking space for bulb outs. Recommend that we make the map showing 
locations that show where trees cant be planted and go from there. Invite the planning department to 
come and hear what we have to say regarding the plan and trees in Venice. Put into our proposals – 
parks and green space are essential and she wants us to put that into our recommendations. Laura 
McPherson is working on the plan and she is hard to get – she has been to LUPC but Paola thinks we 
won’t get her. Write a document that will have in writing and send it to planning department.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Group Goals from Last Month – Tabled for next month 
a. Motion 

2. Penmar golf course status/micro-forest/ RAP partnership –  
a. The four groups requested meeting with Bonin, the staff offered to continue a design discussion but need 

a meeting with the councilmember, haven’t heard from him, upgrading the plan with better plans and 
drawings. Four groups are in consensus about the route that is wanted. Very closely forged together. 
Using leverage to get the meeting. Robin suggests about going straight to the commissioners of Rec and 
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Park with the request. Robin thinks that Joe Halper would be helpful and is knowledgeable and 
experienced and cares. Put this on their radar. 

3. Tree wells throughout Venice – Tabled until next month 
4. Completion of Venice Blvd. – Median – Tabled until next month 
5. Comments on items not on the agenda for consideration 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
7. ADJOURN 

Next VArb meeting February 25, 2022 


