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Venice Neighborhood Council General Board Ocean Front Walk (OFW) Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 
Meeting Date: 11/29/2021 
Meeting Time: 7:00pm 

Meeting Location: Zoom Webinar 

Contact: Jim Robb (james.robb@venicenc.org) 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

 

 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Nov 29, 2021 7:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: OFW 

 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

h   ttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/83239109526 

Or One tap mobile : 

US: +16699006833,,83239109526# or +12532158782,,83239109526# 

Or Telephone: 

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 

929 205 6099 or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) or 888 475 4499 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0276 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0282 

(Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 832 3910 9526 

International numbers available:  https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kqcULZBy6 
 

 
 
 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The public is requested to dial *9 on their phone if calling in or press the Raise Hand button if attending by ZOOM when 
prompted by the presiding officer, to address the Committee on any agenda item before the Committee takes an action 
on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. 

Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Committee's jurisdiction will 
be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from 

acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by 

a member of the public may become the subject of a future Committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 60 seconds 

per speaker, unless adjusted by the chair officer of the Committee. 
 

Virtual Board Meeting Rules 

• 
Raise your hand (or when accessing by telephone, press *9) if you have a public comment only WHEN we get to that 

specific  item. • After you speak, please lower your hand. • All panelists (board members) and attendees (public) will be 
 

muted until the administrator unmutes you for comment. • Committee members will get one chance to speak for a max of 
 

2 minutes per item. • Public comment will be limited to one comment for 60 seconds per item. • Please do not raise your
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hand more then once per item • 
Raise your hand at the start of the items you want to speak on. We will then close public 

comment and announce the  
last person to speak a few minutes after the start of the item. • No ceding your time to others 

will  be  allowed  •  The  meeting  is  being video and audio recorded • 
The public will be able to listen and speak but their 

video will be disabled. 

1. 7:00 PM – Call to Order 
 

Jim Robb (Chair)      X                                                                                       Brian Averill X 

 
Noel Johnston          X                                                                                       Peter Ruiz X 

 
Robin Rudisill                 X                                                                                 

NIckAntonicello       X                                                                                          Mark Rago X                                                                                                      

Andrew Mika    X                                                                                                 Jason Tong                                                                                                      

Mel Scheer                                                                                            James Murez (ex officio 

) 
 

 
 
 

2. Roll Call 8-0 
 

 
3. Approve minutes from prior meeting JR BA 8-0 

 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT – non-agenda items related to the OFW Committee (1 minute per speaker) 

 

 
5. THE BEACH AND OFW AS CD11’S INITIAL SENSITIVE USE AREA (Brian Averill) BA NA 7-0-1 

 

WHEREAS the beach is a very unique public resource within CD11 enjoyed by millions of Angelenos 

and our visitors, and WHEREAS the City of Los Angeles spent several months and over 5 million 

dollars on its successful OFW Encampment to Home Program and WHEREAS humane, 

compassionate outreach & services AND the fair and reasonable regulation of shared public space 

are not mutually exclusive endeavors, THEREFORE the Venice Neighborhood Council formally 

requests that the beach, Recreation Center and OFW be designated a sensitive use area in Council 

District 11 under the recently amended LAMC 41.18, with letters sent to Councilmember Bonin and 

Mayor Garcetti. 

 
6. REGULATE THE UNPERMITTED FOOD/DRINK VENDORS ON OFW (Jason Tong) BA JR 8-0-0- 

 
WHEREAS there has been a recent increase in the number of unpermitted food & drink vendors on 

OFW, some of them now offering alcoholic beverages, the VNC requests a focused effort to regulate 

these individuals with letters sent to Captain Steven Embrich (30993@lapd.online) and SLO 

Monique Contreras (38228@lapd.online) 
 

7. DESIGN AND INSTALL AN ARCH AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE VENICE PIER (Peter Ruiz) PR JR 
8-0-0 

 

WHEREAS the newly remodeled pier deserves an iconic arch/sign at its entrance befitting of 

Venice’s unique cultural and creative history, the VNC requests that a project to design and fund this 

effort be initiated, with letters sent to Councilmember Bonin, Michael Shull 

(michael.shull@lacity.org) and Sonya Young-Jimenez at RAP. 
 

8. ADDRESS VALET VIOLATIONS AND PARKING ALONG SPEEDWAY (Jim Robb) JR RR 8-0-0 
 

WHEREAS the valet companies along Speedway (most notably at Venice Blvd) regularly drive and/ 

or direct visitors the wrong way on Speedway and also routinely park cars in private spaces owned 

by other OFW businesses, the VNC requests that this issue is rectified, with letters sent to Brian Hale 

(brian.hale@lacity.org) at LADOT, Eric Bruins (eric.bruins@lacity.org) at CD11, and SLO 

Contreras. 
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9. STREET DRAINAGE/ROSE AVE STORM DRAIN (Brian Averill) BA JR 8-0-0



WHEREAS our last 2 significant rainfalls have resulted in a clear failure of our drainage system along with 

overwhelming noxious fumes across North Venice, the VNC requests that the source of these problems be 

identified and genuinely rectified with letters sent to Barbara Romero at LASAN (barbara.romero@lacity.org) 

Keith Mozee (keith.mozee@lacity.org) at Street Services and Councilmember Bonin. 
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10. REPAINTING OF THE OFW EASEMENT LINES AND VENDOR SPACES (Noel Johnston) NJ NA 
8-0-0 

 

WHEREAS there are currently white easement lines to the west of the businesses along Ocean 

Front Walk and WHEREAS these lines are being ignored by many businesses and vendors along 

OFW who now encroach on the right of way, THEREFORE the VNC recommends that Rec & Parks, 

in co-ordination with the Venice Beach BID, repaint and enforce the limits of these easements with a 

letter sent to Sonya Young-Jimenez (sonia.young-jimenez@lacity.org) at RAP. 
 

 
11. REPAINTING OF THE BEACH RESTROOMS (Andrew Mika) AM BA 8-0-0 

 
WHEREAS the patchy gray paint on our beach restrooms is dreary and uninviting and does not at all 

reflect Venice’s creative history, THEREFORE the VNC requests that a more colorful, aesthetically 

pleasing repainting project be undertaken with letters sent to Michael Shull, Sonya Young-Jimenez, 

and Councilmember Bonin. 
 

 
12. ADJOURN 

 

 
 
 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS: The public is requested to fill out a 

“Speaker Card” to address the Neighborhood Committee on any agenda item before the 

Neighborhood Committee takes action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will 

be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other 

matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Neighborhood Committee jurisdiction 

will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the 

Neighborhood Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during 

the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may 

become the subject of a future Neighborhood Committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 1 

minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer. 
 

POSTING: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 

distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at 

Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; and at our website by clicking on the following 

link:www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. You can also receive our agendas via email 

by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at www.lacity.org/your-

government/government information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood. 

In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact 

Vice President, Daffodil Tyminski 

daffodil.tyminski@venicenc.org.  
 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS: For information on the VNC’s process for 

board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters 

related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board 

meetings and our website  www.venicenc.org. 
 

DISABILITY POLICY: THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under 

Title II of the Americans  with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on 

the basis of disability and, upon request, will  provide reasonable accommodation to ensure 

equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language  interpreters, assistive 
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listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To  

ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) 

prior to the meeting you  wish to attend by contacting Vice President, Daffodil Tyminski  

daffodil.tyminski@venicenc.org. 
 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-
exempt writings that are
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distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website:  

www.venicenc.org  or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record 

related to an item on the agenda, please contact Vice President, Daffodil Tyminski 

daffodil.tyminski@venicenc.org.  
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