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Joint Meeting of the Land Use and Planning Committee and Ocean Front Walk 
Committee and the VNC Board 

 
 

DATE:  Thursday October 22, 2020      TIME:  7:30pm – 
830 pm 

 
IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GOVERNORS EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 (MARCH 

17, 2020) AND DUE 
TO CONCERNS OVER COVID – 19, THIS VENICE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

MEETING WILL BE 
CONDUCTED ENTIRELY TELEPHONICALLY TO JOIN THE MEETING PLEASE USE 

THIS LINK 
 

 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Oct 22, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
     Oct 22, 2020 07:00 PM 

    
     Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar 

system. 
      

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84042031325 

Or iPhone one-tap : 
    US: +16699006833,,84042031325#  or +13462487799,,84042031325# 

Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

        US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 312 626 
6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 8592  or 888 475 4499 (Toll Free) or 833 548 

0276 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free) 
Webinar ID: 840 4203 1325 

    International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbTJD5mVH0 
 
 
 

 
Alternatively you may submit public comment via email in advance to chair-lupc@venicenc.org and 
LUPC@venicenc.org 
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BOARD MEETINGS: The Venice Neighborhood Council holds its regular meetings on the third Tuesday of the month and 
may also call any additional required special meetings in accordance with its Bylaws and the Brown Act.  All are welcome to 
attend. 
TRANSLATION Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) 
antes del evento. Si necesita asistencia con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra oficina 213.978.1551. 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: See last page. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: See last page. 
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENTS: Any action taken by the Board may result in the filing of a related CIS 
DISABILITY POLICY:  See last page. 
ALL AGENDA TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ON THE NIGHT OF THE MEETING. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 
1.   Call to Order 

 
2.   Roll Call  

 

Name Present Name Present 

Alix Gucovsky, Chair  Matthew Royce  

Barry Cassily  Chris Zonnas  

Tim Bonefeld  Shep Stern  

Daffodil Tyminski  Michael Jensen  

  Carlos Zubieta  

 

 
Jim Robb, Chair 
 
Jason Moore 
 
Melvin Scheer 
 
Nick Antonicello  

 
Robin Rudisill 

 
Mark Rago 

 
Brian Averill 

 
Alexandria Yalj 
 
Lydia leiya Ester Ponce 
 
Peter Ruiz 
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3.   Approval of Minutes 

 see draft minutes for October 6, 2020 and October 8 at: http://venicenc.org/land-use-committee.php 

 
4.   Approval of Agenda 

  
5.   LUPC members to declare any conflicts of interest or ex parte communications relating to items on this  

 meeting’s agenda 

 

6. Chair’s Report 

 

7. General Public Comment on non-agendized items related to Land Use and Planning - 15 minutes 

 

 

 

 
8.  CASES FOR REVIEW 

(see project files for more detailed info at http://venicenc.org/land-use-committee.php ) 
 
 

 A. 

 

Venice Community Plan concepts for Ocean Front Walk  
 
(Jim Robb on behalf of Ocean Front Walk Committee) 
MOTION:  
 
Whereas, the current Venice Community Plan concepts propose that Ocean Front Walk be 
a “mixed-use corridor,” and that the height limit increase to 4 stories;  
 
Whereas, Section 30253 of the Coastal Act requires siting new development so that that it 
minimizes risks to life and property. Ocean Front Walk is located in an area vulnerable to flood 
hazards and sea level rise and as such, development and density and thus the amount of 
housing in hazardous areas such as Ocean Front Walk must be minimized;  
 
Whereas, land use designations and intensities must be commensurate with the level of 
available infrastructure and if there are current infrastructure constraints it may be necessary to 
scale back development potential; and per the certified Venice Coastal Zone Land Use Plan, 
which is part of the Venice Community Plan (LUP):  
 “Residential land use densities in this LCP have been assigned in the Venice coastal area to 
reflect the year 2010 Venice population as projected by the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG). Based on circulation and infrastructure limitations, the assigned Land 
Use Categories result in substantially lower build out densities than current zoning capacity. The 
development standards also define for each land use designation a density of housing units and 
lot coverage to maintain the scale and character of existing residential neighborhoods 
and minimize the impacts of building bulk and mass. New residential development is linked 
to the availability of public services and infrastructure, and in addition to traffic consideration, 
environmental and coastal access concerns as required by the Coastal Act;" 
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Whereas, one of the most important goals of the Venice Community Plan is to protect housing;  
 
Whereas, allowing conversion of a 100% residential structure to mixed use, even if the same 
number of existing residential units are incorporated into the new commercial use, does not 
protect the 100% residential structure and use and is a violation of the Mello Act state law;  
 
Whereas, in order to keep the same number of units (and the same sized units) as an existing 
100% residential use, a new mixed use development must be made significantly larger than the 
existing 100% residential structure, most likely beyond the upper limits of mass and scale 
allowed in the LUP, in order to accommodate both the size and number of the existing units as 
well as the additional commercial business(es). This forced increase in size would change the 
scale and character of Ocean Front Walk and thus would have an adverse effect on the visual 
resources and character of the area, in violation of Coastal Act Sections 30251 and 30253 as 
well as the LUP; and  
 
Whereas, preserving and protecting the character and scale of the Venice Coastal Zone, 
designated by the Coastal Commission as a Special Coastal Community, is required by Coastal 
Act Sections 30251 and 30253 as well as the LUP.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the Venice 
Community Plan concepts for Ocean Front Walk indicate that all development standards, 
including height, remain the same as in the current LUP, that there must not be any conversions 
of 100% residential structures to mixed-use/commercial, live/work or AIR uses, and that there 
must not be any changes in zoning from residential to commercial. 
 
Recommended by Ocean Front Walk Committee 6-0-0 on 2020-10-06 
 

Public comment and possible action:  
 

Motion 

 
  
 
 

   9. Adjournment 
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker 
Card” to address the Land Use & Planning Committee on any agenda item before the Land Use & Planning 
Committee takes action on an item.  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the 
respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda 
that are within the Land Use & Planning Committee jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public 
Comment period.   Please note that under the Brown Act, the Land Use & Planning Committee is prevented 
from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the 
issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Land Use & Planning Committee 
meeting.  Public comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer. 
 
POSTING:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to 
a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice 
Blvd; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; and at our website by clicking on the following 
link: www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled meeting.  You can also receive our agendas via email by 
subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at  www.lacity.org/your-government/government-
information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood.  In addition, if you would like a copy of 
any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact chair-lupc@venicenc.org 
 
 
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the VNC’s process for board action 
reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please 
consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our 
website www.venicenc.org.    
 
DISABILITY POLICY: THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, 
upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and 
activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may 
be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business 
days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-
8627 or email vp@venicenc.org.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings 
that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our 
website: www.venicenc.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record 
related to an item on the agenda, please contact George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-8627 or 
email vp@venicenc.org. 
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