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Homeless Committee Meeting  
Agenda 

 
Meeting Date: Tuesday, May 30th, 2017 
Meeting Time: 6:30pm 
Meeting Location: Venice Public Library, 000 North Venice Blvd, Venice CA 009921 
Contact: William.hawkins@venicenc.org 
 

1. 2:00 pm – Call to Order and Roll Call 

Will Hawkins (Chairman)    

Matt Shaw     

Kip Pardue    

Brian Ulf    

Sunny Bak     

Hollie Stenson     

 
1. 6:31pm: Approve Agenda as presented or amended 
2. 6:32pm: Approve Minutes from last meeting as presented or amended 
3. 6:33pm: Announcements 

Thank you to Erin McGinnis of St Joseph Center for her volunteer effort in providing 
her expert knowledge and experience to our committee over the last four months. 
The community appreciates your input and we are all better for it. Also want to 
introduce the community to our newest member Kip Pardue.  
 

4. 6:40pm: Public Comment  
5. 6:50pm: Chair Report 
6. 7:00pm: LA Shelter Vacancy Motion (William Hawkins)  
Whereas: For nine years the 2008 Jones Settlement has prohibited the city of Los 
Angeles and LAMC to enforce 41.18 or 56.11 until there are sufficient beds made 
available. 
 
Whereas: There have been growing encampments in Venice due to the lack of 
enforcement of those codes.  
 
Whereas: Each day there are vacancies as high as 40% in the LA Shelters. 
 
Whereas: There are available beds for those in need and people living on the street do 
have options that they are not taking advantage of.  
 
Whereas: This is a waste of taxpayer money, a waste of city resources and the city 
needs to ensure that these shelters run at full occupancy.  
 

mailto:info@VeniceNC.org


     

Venice Neighborhood Council 
         PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 / www.VeniceNC.org 

       Email: info@VeniceNC.org    Phone: 310-421-8627 
 

 

 
Page 2 of 4 

 
It's YOUR Venice - get involved! 

 

Therefore: The Homeless Committee propose that the VNC Board recommend to 
Councilman Bonin, Mayor Eric Garcetti, the Los Angeles City Council and the Los 
Angeles Police Department that on any given night that there are shelter beds available 
the city of Los Angeles needs to enforce codes 56.11 and 41.18.  

(CONT) 

 
 
7. 7:20pm:  RV Safety Motion (William Hawkins) 

Whereas: The recent city council action allowing RVs to park overnight in residential 
areas has created unsafe conditions in the Venice community.  
Whereas: The high volume of RVs parked in and around Venice has created a 
dangerous and volatile atmosphere that puts the safety and well-being of citizens, 
residents, school children and local businesses at risk.  
 
Whereas: Uninspected RVs are a serious fire hazard, Over the last year multiple RVs 
have caught fire and exploded on the streets of Venice.  
 
Whereas: Currently there are hazardous and explosive materials (such as propane) 
on board of these vehicles that is going unchecked by Bonin, City Council, LAFD, 
LAPD 
 
Whereas: Without proper inspections there is no way of knowing what hazardous and 
explosive materials are stored in RVs.  
 
Whereas: The city of Los Angeles has a responsibility to provide safety and 
protection to the families and children living around the perimeter of these 
uninspected RVs from reckless and dangerous actions.  
 
Whereas: Unsafe and uninspected vehicles also create unsafe and volatile living 
conditions for the children forced to live in them.  
 
Therefore: The Venice Homeless Committee proposes that the VNC Board 
recommend to Councilman Mike Bonin, Mayor Eric Garcetti, the Los Angeles City 
Council, the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles Fire Department 
that all RVs, large vans and oversized vehicles being used as temporary homes on 
the streets of Venice must be equipped with fire extinguishers, carbon monoxide and 
smoke detectors.  
 
And, all RVs, large vans and oversized vehicles must be inspected annually by LAPD 
and/or LAFD and approved for these safety devices.  
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And, all RVs, large vans and oversized vehicles must always display proof of 
inspection on windshield.  
 
And, all large vans and oversized vehicles must provide access of their vehicles to 
LAPD and LAFD at their discretion to confirm that vehicle is in compliance to fire 
safety ordinances listed above.  

 

(Cont) 
 

8. 7:45: New Business  
9. 7:50: Presentation  

a) Sofia Borges - Architect and USC Professor  
 

10. 8:15: Adjourn 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The public is requested to 
fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Public Safety Committee on any agenda item before 
the Public Safety Committee takes action on an item.  Comments from the public on agenda 
items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the 
public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Public Safety 
Committee jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period.   Please 
note that under the Brown Act, the Public Safety Committee is prevented from acting on a 
matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, 
the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future [committee] 
meeting.  Public comment is limited to 1 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the 
presiding officer. 
POSTING:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that 
are distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be 
viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; 
and at our website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled 
meeting.  You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early 
Notification System at  
http://www.lacity.org/government/Subscriptions/NeighborhoodCouncils/index.htm.  In 
addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please 
contact will.hawkins@venicenc.org.   
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the VNC’s 
process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other 
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procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 
available at our Board meetings and our website www.venicenc.org.   
DISABILITY POLICY: The Venice Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and does not discriminate on the basis of any disability. 
Upon request, the Venice Neighborhood Council will provide reasonable accommodations 
to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, 
assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon 
request. 

mailto:info@VeniceNC.org
http://www.venicenc.org/

