November 7, 2013

Request renewal for the Venice Neighborhood Council’s Santa Monica Ad Hoc committee 
Co-Chair: Laura Silagi and Abigail Myers

Committee members: Sarah Dennison, Ingrid Mueller, Braden Stephens, Mindy Taylor-Ross, 

Mission Statement

Santa Monica Airport Committee shall inform the VNC Board of the current operations of the Santa Monica Airport as it impacts Venice Neighborhoods. It will suggest actions and act as a liaison with other neighborhood groups sharing similar concerns. 

Background

The City of Santa Monica Airport is currently reviewing the airport status, discussing its future and is suing the FAA to determine if the city has the legal right to close the airport in 2015
In the past year the VNC SMO has held a major community meeting regarding the airport with political leaders including Henry Waxman, Mike Bonin, Ted Lieu and Mike Feuer. We had health experts and community leaders explain the impacts of SMO on our community. We had about 150 community members attending, including three Santa Monica City Council people and other Santa Monica and Federal officials. We are compiling an overview document of our research to date which should be completed in the next month.
We feel that at this time it is vital for VNC SMO committee to continue investigating and advising the VNC board on current events so they can act as our representatives to our politicians and policy makers about the impact of this airport on Venice. This is the final year (2013-2014) of the lease between Santa Monica and FAA.  We need to have input into this neighboring land use.
