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Joint Meeting of VNC Board and Ocean 
Front Walk (OFW) Meeting Agenda  

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. When: Oct 6, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: VNC Joint Ocean Front Walk Committee & Board Webinar, Tuesday Oct 6th, 2020, 7:00 p.m.  

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Oct 6, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: VNC Joint Ocean Front Walk Committee and Board 
Webinar, Tuesday, October 6, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86416292619 

Or iPhone one-tap :  

    US: +16699006833,,86416292619#  or 
+13462487799,,86416292619#  
Or Telephone: 

    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current 
location): 
        US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 253 215 
8782  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 436 
2866  
Webinar ID: 864 1629 2619 

    International numbers available: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kVHDGuL8U 
 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86416292619
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OCEAN FRONT WALK MEETINGS: The OFW holds its regular meetings on the third Monday of the month and 
may also call any additional required special meetings in accordance with its Bylaws and the Brown Act. All are 
welcome to attend. TRANSLATION Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 
días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Si necesita asistencia con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra 
oficina 213.978.1551. PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: See last page.  

1. 7:00 pm - Call to Order 
2. 7:05 pm - Roll Call  

 

Jim Robb, Chair James.Robb@venicenc.org  
 
 

Alexandria Yalj alexandria@beachnow.me  
 
 

Robin Rudisill wildrudi@mac.com Mel Scheer melvin.scheer@verizon.net 
 
 

Mark Rago markrago1@yahoo.com  
 

Jason Moore jason.moore@venicenc.org  
 
 

Brian Averill brian.averill@venicenc.org  
 
 

Nick Antonicello nantoni@mindspring.com  
 
 

 Ira Koslow (ex-officio) 
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3. 7:10 pm – Approve Agenda as presented or amended  
 
4. 7:15 pm –Approve Minutes of last meeting as presented see draft minutes June 24, 2020 
 
5. 7:20 pm - OFWC members to declare any conflicts of interest or ex parte communications 
relating to items on this meeting’s agenda 

6. 7:25 pm- Chair Report  

7. 7:30 pm – General Public Comment on non-agendized items related to Venice Neighborhood Council 
Ocean Front Walk Committee  
 
8​. Venice Community Plan concepts for Ocean Front Walk 
 
Whereas​, the current Venice Community Plan concepts propose that Ocean Front Walk be a “mixed-use corridor,” 
and that the height limit increase to 4 stories; 
 
Whereas​, Section 30253 of the Coastal Act requires siting new development so that that it minimizes risks to life and 
property. Ocean Front Walk is located in an area vulnerable to flood hazards and sea level rise and as such, 
development and density and thus the amount of housing in hazardous areas such as Ocean Front Walk must be 
minimized; 

Whereas​, land use designations and intensities must be commensurate with the level of available infrastructure and 
if there are current infrastructure constraints it may be necessary to scale back development potential; and per the 
certified Venice Coastal Zone Land Use Plan, which is part of the Venice Community Plan (LUP)​: “Residential land 
use densities in this LCP have been assigned in the Venice coastal area to reflect the year 2010 Venice population 
as  
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limitations, the assigned Land Use Categories result in substantially lower build out densities than current zoning 
capacity. The development standards also define for each land use designation a density of housing units and lot 
coverage ​to maintain the scale and character of existing residential neighborhoods and minimize the impacts 
of building bulk and mass.​ ​New residential development is linked to the availability of public services and 
infrastructure, and in addition to traffic consideration, environmental and coastal access concerns as required by the 
Coastal Act;" projected by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG). Based on circulation and 
infrastructure  

Whereas​, one of the most important goals of the Venice Community Plan is to protect housing; 

Whereas​, allowing conversion of a 100% residential structure to mixed use, even if the same number of existing 
residential units are incorporated into the new commercial use, does not protect the 100% residential structure and 
use and is a violation of the Mello Act state law; 

 
Whereas​, in order to keep the same number of units (and the same sized units) as an existing 100% residential use, 
a new mixed use development must be made significantly larger than the existing 100% residential structure, most 
likely beyond the upper limits of mass and scale allowed in the LUP, in order to accommodate both the size and 
number of the existing units as well as the additional commercial business(es). This forced increase in size would 
change the scale and character of Ocean Front Walk and thus would have an adverse effect on the visual resources 
and character of the area, in violation of Coastal Act Sections 30251 and 30253 as well as the LUP; and 
 
Whereas​, preserving and protecting the character and scale of the Venice Coastal Zone, designated by the Coastal 
Commission as a Special Coastal Community, is required by Coastal Act Sections 30251 and 30253 as well as the 
LUP.  

Therefore Be It Resolved​, that the Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the Venice Community Plan 
concepts for Ocean Front Walk indicate that all development standards, including height, remain the same as in the 
current LUP, that there must not be any conversions of 100% residential structures to mixed-use/commercial, 
live/work or AIR uses, and that there must not be any changes in zoning from residential to commercial. 
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9.  ​Cleanup and Resurfacing of Oceanfront Walk 

Submitted by Nick Antonicello on 2020-06-29 

Committee Referred To: Ocean Front Walk 

Agenda Motion Request:  

The current conditions of the Venice Boardwalk also known as Oceanfront Walk is in dire need of renovation 
and repaving, and  

WHEREAS, the Venice Boardwalk has not been repaved, power washed or renovated since the Spring of 
2000, some twenty years ago,  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Venice Neighborhood Council endorse the repaving and 
resurfacing of the area known as Oceanfront Walk from the Venice Fishing Pier south and the Santa Monica 
border due north and that a letter be sent urging immediate construction and renovation to Council Office #11 
and the Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti for their approval of said funding 
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10. Request Title: ​Covid-19 Cleanup of Oceanfront Walk/Boardwalk  
Committee: Ocean Front Walk Committee  

First Name: Nicholas Last Name: Antonicello Email: ​nantoni@mindspring.com​ Phone: 310-621-3775  

 Date of meeting: 2020-06-29  

Agenda Motion Request:  

Whereas, Oceanfront Walk more commonly referred to as the \"Venice Boardwalk\" has become dirty, unsafe 
and in some ways uninhabitable and uninviting due to the closure of most retailers and park amenities in lieu 
of COVID-19 over the last four months, and  

Whereas, the maintenance of this tourist destination has become non-existent and a health hazard to tourists 
and residents alike, and  

Whereas, with the re-opening of the parking lots and other park offerings, the need for a comprehensive power 
washing and sanitizing is evident,  

Therefore be it resolved, that the Venice Neighborhood Council requests a comprehensive maintenance plan 
be implemented on a weekly basis that includes power washing and the sanitation of the rest rooms, benches, 
and other structures that are susceptible to the spread of COVID-19 through human transmission and that a 
letter requesting such action be sent to Los Angeles Parks & Recreation, Mayor Eric Garcetti and the 11th 
District Council Office of the City of Los Angeles. 

 

 

mailto:nantoni@mindspring.com
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11.Request Title: ​Mandatory Mask wearing at Venice Beach  

Committee: Ocean Front Walk Committee  

First Name: Nicholas Last Name: Antonicello Email: ​nantoni@mindspring.com​ Phone: 3106213775 

Date of meeting: 2020-07-20 

Agenda Motion Request:  

WHEREAS, Venice Beach is one of the most visited tourist destinations in the State of California, and  

WHEREAS, somewhere between 28,000 to 20,000 people visit Venice Beach each and everyday for a total of 
some 11,000,000 visitors annually, and 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic is a job destroyer as well as a threat to the health of all, and  

WHEREAS, a great majority of visitors do not practice Social Distancing, the wearing of masks or gloves or 
any other precaution to prevent the spread or transmission of same, and  

WHEREAS, there is virtually no maintenance of the Venice Beach area that should be taking place such as 
the power washing of the boardwalk, paddle courts, bike path or any number of the amenities that remain 
unclean and still used by large numbers of visitors and tourists alike, and  

WHEREAS, the number of vacancies that exist at the boardwalk will continue unless a plan of strategy is 
implemented to make the visitation of Venice Beach a safe and healthy experience,  

mailto:nantoni@mindspring.com
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the wearing of facial masks by all visitors be made mandatory for runners, 
bike riders, pedestrians and tourists alike as well as scooter riders and anyone else of all ages at the beach, 
boardwalk and bike path from the Venice Pier to the Santa Monica border north and that LAPD deploy officers 
to ticket violators until a flattening of the curve occurs so that mask wearing will be no longer mandatory and 
necessary and that an endorsement of this policy be sent to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors as 
well as the Office of the Mayor of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles City Council. 

12. ​MOTION:  LIGHTING AND SECURITY CAMERA IMPROVEMENTS ALONG OFW AND THE BEACH 
PARKING LOTS​ (brian.averill@venicenc.org) 

Whereas violent crime has risen dramatically along OFW and the nearby blocks and 

whereas OFW remains dimly lit at night and 

whereas our current camera systems haven’t been updated in years, 

the Venice Neighborhood Council hereby requests the timely installation of improved lighting and updated camera 
technology along Ocean Front Walk and its parking lots with letters sent to CD11, the Mayor’s Office, Rec/Parks, 
Capt Steven Embrich (30993@lapd.online) and SLO Monique Contreras (38228@lapd.online) 

13. ​Venice Community Plan concepts re OFW 

Whereas, inadequate off-street parking near in the vicinity of OFW for visitors and residents is one of the 
Venice Coastal Issues as per the certified Land Use Plan (LUP), and according to the Coastal Commission 
Venice has one of the most serious parking/coastal access issues in the state’s Coastal Zone; 

Whereas, the coastal regulations prohibit expansion of the beach surface parking lots; 

Whereas, the LUP designates the parcel where the “median project” is to be built for parking only. Developers 
who have not provided adequate parking for their projects in Venice have paid “in-lieu” fees to the City of L.A. 
for years, with those fees being earmarked for parking solutions and expansion. By law (the VCZSP and the 
LUP), these funds are required to be funneled back into parking solutions for development/expansion of public 
parking facilities that improve public access to the Beach Impact Zone area, specifically using the site at the 
Venice median. LUP III.D.6.specifically requires that new parks, with parking to the rear, shall be considered 
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on City-owned parking lots on the canals (aka Venice median). 

Whereas, the LUP Parking Policy II.A.1. General states: “It is the policy of the City to provide increased 
parking opportunities for both visitors and residents of Venice, and improve summer weekend conditions with 
respect to Venice Beach parking and traffic control;" 

 

Whereas, the LUP Policy II.A.2. Expansion of Public Beach Parking Supply states: "The construction of new 
public parking facilities should be implemented, as well as maximizing the use of existing ones by restriping 
existing parking lots or converting them to multi-level structures where consistent with other Coastal Act 
policies…the established Venice Coastal Parking Impact Trust Fund, into which in-lieu parking fees shall be 
paid, will continue to be utilized for expenditure on improvement and development of public parking facilities 
that improve public access to the Venice Coastal Zone as specified in the LUP;” and 

Whereas, the Windward block between Ocean Front Walk and Pacific Ave currently contains 40 parking 
spaces. 

Therefore be it Resolved that the Venice Neighborhood Council recommends that the Venice Community Plan 
concepts require that the Venice median be preserved for Open Space and for additional visitor parking and 
that the Windward Ave pedestrian promenade not be considered unless the lost 40 parking spaces on that 
block are provided for with respect to expanded parking on the Venice median. 

  

14.  10:00 pm ​Adjourn  
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PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS: The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
Ocean Front Walk Committee on any agenda item before the Ocean Front Walk Committee takes action on an item. Comments 
from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on 
other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within Ocean Front Walk Committee jurisdiction will be heard during the 
General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Ocean Front Walk Committee is prevented from 
acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a 
member of the public may become the subject of a future Ocean Front Walk Committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 1 
minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer.  

POSTING: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all 
of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Venice Public Library, 
501 S. Venice Blvd; and at our website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled meeting. You 
can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 
www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/ n eighborhood. In 
addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact chair-ofw@venicenc.org and 
james.robb@venicenc.org  

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS: For information on the VNC’s process for board action reconsideration, 
stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The 
Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website www.venicenc.org.  

DISABILITY POLICY: THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, 
assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 
services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting 
George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-8627 or email vp@venicenc.org.  

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 
distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.venicenc.org or at 
the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact 
George Francisco, VP, at (310) 421-8627 or email vp@venicenc.org.  

 



                                                              It's YOUR Venice - get involved!  


