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How Much Do Parents Matter? 
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/09/do-parents-matter-world/499808/ 

 
URI FRIEDMAN 

SEP 15, 2016 

Uri Friedman is a staff writer at The Atlantic, where he covers global affairs.He was 
previously the deputy managing editor at Foreign Policy. 

L.A. schools chief urges administrators to break 

bureaucratic rules to help kids 
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-howard-blume-staff.html 

 
HOWARD BLUME 

AUG 9, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

Thousands of LAUSD teachers march downtown as union 

moves closer to calling first strike in nearly 30 years 
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-teachers-march-20181215-story.html 

 
SONALI KOHLI 
DEC 15, 2018 

SonaliKohli is a reporter covering educationfor the Los Angeles Times. A product of 
Southern California, she grew up in Diamond Bar and graduated from UCLA. She worked 
as a metro reporter for the Orange County Register and as a reporter covering education 
and diversity for Quartz before joining The Times in 2015. 

Times staff writer Howard Blume contributed to this report. 

California's new school rating tool is better, but still flawed 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-california-school-dashboard-20181215-story.html 

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD 
DEC 15, 2018 

The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial 
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the 
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the 
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the 
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world 
is a requirement of good citizenship. 

It’s come to this: A checkup with the pediatrician may 

soon include a prescription for play 
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la -sci-sn-children-playtime-health-20180820-story.html  
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MELISSA HEALY 

AUG 20. 2018 

Melissa Healy is a health and science reporter with the Los Angeles Times writing from the 
Washington, D.C., area. She covers prescription drugs, obesity, nutrition and exercise, and 
neuroscience, mental health and human behavior. She's been at The Times for more than 30 years, 
and has covered national security, environment, domestic social policy, Congress and the White 
House. As a baby boomer, she keenly follows trends in midlife weight gain, memory loss and the 
health benefits of red wine. 

Gates Foundation dumps 'big idea' approach to build on 

school progress in L.A. and elsewhere 
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-gates-foundation-education-grants-20180828-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

AUG 28, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

LAUSD chief signals desire to limit teacher job 

protections and change funding rules 
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-beutner-teacher-job-protections-20180913-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

SEP 13, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

California's children fall behind before they start school, 

and some never catch up, study finds 
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-california-early-education-20180918-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

SEP 18, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 
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Don't let the SAT become the yardstick to measure 

California high schools 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la -ed-sat-20180921-story.html  

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD 
SEP 21, 2018 

The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial 
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the 
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the 
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the 
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world 
is a requirement of good citizenship. 

Kids skip school in alarm-bell numbers. A simple 

solution: Make sure their parents know 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-kirp-lausd-absenteeism-solution-20180921-story.html  

 
DAVID L. KIRP 

SEP 21, 2018 

David L. Kirp is a contributing opinion writer for The New York Times. A professor of 
public policy at the University of California, Berkeley, as well as a prolific author and 
policy adviser, Mr. Kirp has focused on education policy issues, from cradle to college. He 
writes for national publications, among them The New York Times, The Los Angeles 
Times, The Nation and the American Prospect, and is a former associate editor at The 
Sacramento Bee. His 16 books include ―Shakespeare, Einstein and the Bottom Line: The 
Marketing of Higher Education‖ (2003), ―The Sandbox Investment: The Preschool 
Movement and Kids-First Politics‖ (2007) and ―Kids First: Five Big Ideas for 
Transforming Children‘s Lives and America‘s Future‖ (2011). 
 

Mr. Kirp was the founding director of the Harvard Center for Law and Education, which 
filed landmark lawsuits seeking equal educational opportunity. His latest book, 
―Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for 
America‘s Schools‖ (2013), tells the remarkable story of the Union City, N.J., school 
district, which relied on tried-and-true strategies, not faddish reforms. The American 
Education Research Association selected it as the year‘s outstanding book. 
 

Mr. Kirp has lectured at universities around the world and has been the keynote speaker 
at many national conferences. In 2008, he was a member of President-elect Obama‘s 
transition team. 
 

David L. Kirp is a senior fellow at the Learning Policy Institute and an emeritus professor 
of the School of Public Policy at UC Berkeley. 

Austin Beutner: LAUSD's teacher contract offer creates 

a pathway to prevent a strike 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-beutner-lausd-utla-mediat ion-20180925-story.html  

 

 
AUSTIN BEUTNER 

SEP 25, 2018 

Austin Beutner is superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School District.  
 

He is an American businessman, civic leader and philanthropist. He co-
founded Evercore Partners and is the former publisher and CEO of the Los Angeles 
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Times and the San Diego Union-Tribune. He was the First Deputy Mayor of Los 
Angeles in 2011 and ran for Mayor of Los Angeles in 2012. Beutner, the son of 
German immigrants, was born in New York and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
His mother is a retired schoolteacher and his father is a retired manufacturing 
engineer. 
 

Beutner attended Dartmouth College, where he majored in economics. After 
graduation in 1982 he went to work at Smith Barney as a financial analyst. At the age 
of 29, he became partner at The Blackstone Group. In the 1990s he co-founded the 
investment banking group Evercore Partners, which went public in 2006. 
 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Beutner went to work for the U.S. State 
Department. The Clinton administration tapped him to lead a team into Russia and 
help transition them from communism to a free-market economy, including the 
decommission of weapons and other materiel. 
 

In 1996 Beutner co-founded Evercore Partners, an American independent 
investment banking advisory firm, with former Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury, Roger Altman. When Evercore went public (NYES-EVR) in 2006, the IPO 
reportedly made Beutner more than $100 million.  

If L.A. Unified truly wants to put students first, it should 

reduce classroom sizes now 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-goldberg-lausd-class-size-matters-20181023-story.html  

 
JACKIE GOLDBERG 

OCT 23, 2018 

Jackie Goldberg was a classroom teacher for 17 years and a former member and president 
of the Los Angeles School Board where she represented northeast Los Angeles 
neighborhoods. She also was a former member of the Los Angeles City Council, and of the 
California State Assemblywhere she chaired the Education Committee. 

If you want better schools, don't evaluate teachers, coach them 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-kirp-teacher-coaching-better- than-evaluation-20181116-story.html 

 
DAVID L. KIRP 

NOV 16, 2018 

David L. Kirp is a contributing opinion writer for The New York Times. A professor of 
public policy at the University of California, Berkeley, as well as a prolific author and 
policy adviser, Mr. Kirp has focused on education policy issues, from cradle to college. He 
writes for national publications, among them The New York Times, The Los Angeles 
Times, The Nation and the American Prospect, and is a former associate editor at The 
Sacramento Bee. His 16 books include ―Shakespeare, Einstein and the Bottom Line: The 
Marketing of Higher Education‖ (2003), ―The Sandbox Investment: The Preschool 
Movement and Kids-First Politics‖ (2007) and ―Kids First: Five Big Ideas for 
Transforming Children‘s Lives and America‘s Future‖ (2011). 
 

Mr. Kirp was the founding director of the Harvard Center for Law and Education, which 
filed landmark lawsuits seeking equal educational opportunity. His latest book, 
―Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for 
America‘s Schools‖ (2013), tells the remarkable story of the Union City, N.J., school 
district, which relied on tried-and-true strategies, not faddish reforms. The American 
Education Research Association selected it as the year‘s outstanding book. 
 

Mr. Kirp has lectured at universities around the world and has been the keynote speaker 
at many national conferences. In 2008, he was a member of President-elect Obama‘s 
transition team. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego_Union-Tribune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor_of_Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dartmouth_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smith_Barney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blackstone_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evercore_Partners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_Bill_Clinton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evercore_Partners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Deputy_Secretary_of_the_Treasury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Deputy_Secretary_of_the_Treasury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Deputy_Secretary_of_the_Treasury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Altman
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-goldberg-lausd-class-size-matters-20181023-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-goldberg-lausd-class-size-matters-20181023-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-goldberg-lausd-class-size-matters-20181023-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-kirp-teacher-coaching-better-than-evaluation-20181116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-kirp-teacher-coaching-better-than-evaluation-20181116-story.html
https://gspp.berkeley.edu/directories/faculty/david-kirp
http://www.cleweb.org/about
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/10/opinion/sunday/the-secret-to-fixing-bad-schools.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/10/opinion/sunday/the-secret-to-fixing-bad-schools.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/10/opinion/sunday/the-secret-to-fixing-bad-schools.html


Updated 1/31/19 - Page 5 of 19 pages 

David L. Kirp is a senior fellow at the Learning Policy Institute and an emeritus professor 
of the School of Public Policy at UC Berkeley. 

California should spend $1.6 billion more next year to 

combat its child poverty crisis, new task force finds 
https://www.latimes.com/politics/ la -pol-ca-child-poverty-task-force-report-20181119-story.html  

 
JAZMINE ULLOA 

SACRAMENTO 
NOV 19,2018 

Jazmine Ulloa covers California state politics and policy for the Los Angeles Times and is 
based in Sacramento. A native of El Paso, she covered state and federal courts for the 
Austin American-Statesman in the Texas capital. Her work has appeared in Texas 
Monthly, the Texas Observer and the Boston Globe. She is a graduate of the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

Hirokazu Kore-eda carries on through success and sadness 

with the release of his Palme d'Or winner, 'Shoplifters' 
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la -ca-mn-shoplifters-hirokazu-koreeda-20181123-story.html  

 
JUSTIN CHANG 

FILM CRITIC 
NOV 23, 2018 

Justin Chang is a film critic for the Los Angeles Times and for NPR‘s ―Fresh Air,‖ and a 
regular contributor to KPCC's ―FilmWeek.‖ Before joining The Times, he was chief film 
critic at Variety. He is the author of the book ―FilmCraft: Editing‖ and serves as chair of 
the National Society of Film Critics and secretary of the Los Angeles Film Critics Assn. In 
2014 he received the inaugural Roger Ebert Award from the African-American Film 
Critics Assn. A Southern California native and USC graduate, he lives with his wife and 
daughter in Pasadena. 

California’s housing shortage has companies carving up 

apartments to lower the rent 
https://www.latimes.com/business/la -fi-apartment-co-living-20181125-story.html  

 
ANDREW KHOURI 

NOV 25, 2018 

Andrew Khouri covers the California economy for the Los Angeles Times. 
Before coming to The Times he wrote about commercial real estate for the 
San Fernando Valley Business Journal. He holds a master‘s degree in 
journalism from the University of Southern California‘s Annenberg School 
for Communication and Journalism &he graduated from the University of 
San Diego with a degree in history.  

A note on this series: Facing child poverty in L.A. and 

our own conflicting emotions 
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https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la -me-california-poverty-suburbs-homeless-note-20181109-story.html  

 
STEVE LOPEZ 
NOV 25, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

Hidden in L.A. suburbia, wrenching poverty preys on 

children and destroys dreams 
https://www.latimes.com/local/cal ifornia/la -me-california-poverty-suburbs-homeless-part1-20181125-htmlstory.html  

 
STEVE LOPEZ 
NOV 25, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

For the principal with the most homeless students in 

L.A., the reality of poverty is personal 
https://www.latimes.com/local/cal ifornia/la -me-california-poverty-suburbs-homeless-part2-20181126-htmlstory.html  

 
STEVE LOPEZ 
NOV 26, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
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KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

Whether home is a van, a motel or a garage, L.A.’s 

suburban poor children learn to survive 
https://www.latimes.com/local/cal ifornia/la -me-california-poverty-suburbs-homeless-part3-20181127-htmlstory.html  

 
STEVE LOPEZ 
NOV 27, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

For children trapped in poverty, breaking free is 

getting harder 
https://www.latimes.com/local/cal ifornia/la -me-california-poverty-suburbs-homeless-part4-20181128-htmlstory.html  

 
STEVE LOPEZ 
NOV 28, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

Some want to help kids trapped in poverty, while others 

question whyparents had so many children 
https://www.latimes.com/local/cal ifornia/la -me-lopez-pacoima-20181202-story.html 

 
STEVE LOPEZ 

DEC 2, 2018 

Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
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writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 

Why shouldn’t the L.A. school system look for places to 

house homeless families? 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la -ed-lausd-homeless-housing-study-20181203-story.html 

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD 
DEC 3, 2018 

The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial 
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the 
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the 
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the 
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world 
is a requirement of good citizenship. 

Betsy DeVos was (sort of) right. We should arm teachers 

— with supplies, support and a livable salary 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-babcock-teachers-20181209-story.html 

NATALIE BABCOCK 
DEC 9, 2018 

Natalie Babcock is in her second year of teaching elementary school in Los Angeles. She 
previously worked in early childhood education in the Bay Area. She also hosts Small 
Tales, a storytelling podcast for children. 

Protesters shut down Los Angeles Board of Education 

meeting 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-los-angeles-school-board-meeting-20181211-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

DEC 11, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

L.A. teachers could strike a few weeks from now. Here’s 

what you need to know 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-parent-guide-teachers-strike-20181213-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

DEC 13, 2018 
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Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

Rather than waging a contract war at home, L.A. 

teachers should take their demands to Sacramento 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-melvoin-why-lausd-cannot-meet-utla-demands-20181213-story.html  

 
NICK MELVOIN 

DEC 13, 2018 

Nick Melvoin is a former L.A. Unified teacher who has served on the Board of Education 
since July 2017. Nick‘s election to the Board in May of 2017 follows a career fighting 
for our city‘s schoolchildren. He believes that together, with the right leadership, we 
can ensure that every student in Los Angeles has the opportunity to succeed. Born 
and raised on the Westside of LA, Nick served as a seventh and eighth grade English 
teacher at Markham Middle School, an LAUSD campus in Watts, where he coached 
soccer and baseball and helped his students launch a school newspaper. At 
Markham, he saw firsthand how poor governance neglected the needs of our city‘s 
most vulnerable students. When he and two-thirds of Markham‘s teachers lost their 
jobs due to budget cuts, he fought to be re-hired and worked to end the 
indiscriminate, seniority-based teacher layoffs that harm so many LA families. As a 
teacher, Nick joined the ACLU, Mayors Riordan and Villaraigosa, and others to bring 
a ground-breaking civil rights lawsuit which argued that LA‘s layoffs violated the 
rights of students. 
 

Nick holds a Bachelor‘s degree from Harvard University, a Masters in Urban 
Education from Loyola Marymount University (LMU), and a law degree from the 
New York University School of Law, where he was a Root-Tilden-Kern Public Service 
Scholar. In addition to serving as a teacher, Nick has worked in the Obama White 
House with the Domestic Policy Council and the US Attorney‘s of fice where he took 
part in various civil rights investigations as a legal clerk. Prior to his election, Nick 
led and facilitated efforts by students, parents, teachers, and community members to 
rethink and shape the future of our city‘s schools. He also served as an adjunct 
professor at LMU where he taught a course on Education Law. In working for 
nonprofits such as Teach Plus and Educators 4 Excellence, Nick helped to improve 
the support teachers across the state receive before and during their time in the  
classroom, as well as amplify teacher voice in policy-making. Nick has recently 
served on the boards of the Los Angeles County Young Democrats, Brentwood 
Community Council, Teach For America Associates, University Synagogue's Social 
Justice Committee, and United in Harmony. He is a graduate of the Jewish 
Federation‘s New Leaders Project and the New Leaders Council and has chaired the 
Jewish Federation‘s Educators‘ Network. Nick is also proud to serve as a director of 
Camp Harmony, a camp for homeless and underserved children. His commitment to 
solving educational inequity was first sparked as a volunteer at Camp Harmony more 
than sixteen years ago. 

Team Trump says it's making school lunches 'great 

again.' It's making them less healthy 
https://www.latimes.com/lanews-david-lazarus-20130507-staff.html  

 
DAVID LAZARUS 
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DEC 14. 2018 

David Lazarus is an award-winning business columnist for the Los Angeles Times, 
focusing on consumer affairs. He also appears daily on KTLA-TV Channel 5 and is a part-
time radio host. His work appears in newspapers across the country and has resulted in a 
variety of laws protecting consumers.Education: University of California, 
Berkeley,Crossroads School 

L.A. teachers set to strike Jan. 10. Union says it has no 

plans for more negotiating 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-los-angeles-teachers-strike-20181219-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

DEC 19, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

A report that offers a path to compromise at L.A. Unified 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la -ed-lausd-contract-20181220-story.html  

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD 
DEC 20, 2018 

The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial 
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the 
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the 
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the 
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world 
is a requirement of good citizenship. 

L.A. teachers union rallies supporters with call for cap 

on charter schools 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-teachers-union-charter-cap-20181221-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

DEC 21, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

Will L.A. raise a fist — or shake it — when teachers strike? 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-arellano-teachers-strike-20181226-story.html  

 
GUSTAVO ARELLANO 

DEC 26, 2018   
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Gustavo Arellano is a features writer for the Los Angeles Times, covering Southern 
California everything and a bunch of the West and beyond. He previously worked at OC 
Weekly, where he was an investigative reporter for 15 years and editor for six, wrote a 
column called ¡Ask a Mexican! and is the author of ―Taco USA: How Mexican Food 
Conquered America.‖ He‘s the child of two Mexican immigrants, one whom came to this 
country in the trunk of a Chevy. 

Remember the iPads? L.A. Unified needs more 

transparency and caution on reorganization 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la -ed-lausd-reorganization-20181227-story.html  

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD 
DEC 27, 2018 

The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial 
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the 
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the 
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the 
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world 
is a requirement of good citizenship. 

Major charter organization says it will sit out March 

primary for L.A. school board seat 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-school-board-endorsements-20181228-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

DEC 28, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

If Los Angeles teachers strike, poor students will lose 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-ali-hernandez-ross-teachers-strike-20181228-story.html  

   
FRED ALI & ANTONIA HERNÁNDEZ & ROBERT K. ROSS 

DEC 28, 2018  

Fred Ali, President & Chief Executive Officer of Weingart Foundation.  
 

Antonia Hernández, President & Chief Executive Officer of California Community 
Foundation.  

 

Robert K. Ross, MD, President & Chief Executive Officer of the California Endowment. 

Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom will propose almost $2 billion 

for early childhood programs 
https: / /www. la times .com/poli t ics /essential / la -pol -ca -essent ia l -pol i t ics -may-2018-gov -e lec t -gav in-news om-wi l l -propose -1546395091 -htmls tory. html  

 
JOHN MYERS 
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SACRAMENTO 
JAN 2, 2019 

John Myers joined the Los Angeles Times as Sacramento bureau chief in 2015 after more 
than two decades in radio and televisionnews, much of that as an award-winning 
reportercovering statehouse policy and politics. During a decade of work for San 
Francisco's NPR affiliate, his unique online projects included everything from one of 
Sacramento's original politicsblogs to California‘s first politics podcast. He also served as 
the moderator of gubernatorial debates in 2014 and 2010. Often cited by state and 
national news organizations as one of Sacramento's top journalists, he's a graduate of 
Duke University and the University of California, Berkeley. 

Could last-minute talks and maneuvers forestall a 

teachers' strike? 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-new-negotiations-teachers-strike-20190103-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

JAN 3, 2019 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

If teachers strike in Los Angeles, where will half a million 

kids go? 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-los-angeles-teachers-strike-parents-preparation-20190104-story.html  

 
SONALI KOHLI 

JAN 4, 2019 

SonaliKohli is a reporter covering educationfor the Los Angeles Times. A product of 
Southern California, she grew up in Diamond Bar and graduated from UCLA. She worked 
as a metro reporter for the Orange County Register and as a reporter covering education 
and diversity for Quartz before joining The Times in 2015. 

Times staff reporter Andrea Castillo contributed to this report. 

Judge denies L.A. school district’s bid to block teachers 

strike 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-judge-wont-block-teachers-strike-20190105-

story.html 

 
HOWARD BLUME 

JAN 5, 2019 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 
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The nation's wave of teacher strikes may hit L.A. this 

week. But here's how ours is different 
https://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me-edu-los-angeles-teachers-strike-national-context-20190106-story.html 

  
HOWARD BLUME & SONALI KOHLI 

JAN 6, 2019 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

 

SonaliKohli is a reporter covering education for the Los Angeles Times. A product of 
Southern California, she grew up in Diamond Bar and graduated from UCLA. She worked 
as a metro reporter for the Orange County Register and as a reporter covering education 
and diversity for Quartz before joining The Times in 2015. 

Leaders of L.A. school district and teachers union head 

to church as scheduled strike approaches 
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la -me-edu-teachers-strike-approaches-20190106-story.html  

 
HOWARD BLUME 

JAN 6, 2018 

Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

Alex Caputo-Pearl: Why Los Angeles teachers may have 

to strike 
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-caputo-pearl-teachers-strike-20190106-story.html  

 
ALEX CAPUTO-PEARL 

JAN 6, 2019 

Alex Caputo-Pearl is president of United Teachers Los Angeles. He is an LAUSD parent 
and previously taught for 22 years in the Compton and Los Angeles school districts. 

Newsom unveils a $209-billion budget to boost schools 

and healthcare and fight poverty 
https://www.latimes.com/politics/ la -pol-ca-gavin-newsom-california-budget-20190110-story.html  

 
JOHN MYERS 
SACRAMENTO 
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John Myers joined the Los Angeles Times as Sacramento bureau chief in 2015 after more 
than two decades in radio and televisionnews, much of that as an award-winning 
reportercovering statehouse policy and politics. During a decade of work for San 
Francisco's NPR affiliate, his unique online projects included everything from one of 
Sacramento's original politicsblogs to California‘s first politics podcast. He also served as 
the moderator of gubernatorial debates in 2014 and 2010. Often cited by state and 
national news organizations as one of Sacramento's top journalists, he's a graduate of 
Duke University and the University of California, Berkeley. 

Times staff writers Taryn Luna, Phil Willon, Patrick McGreevy  
and Melody Gutierrez contributed to this report. 
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David L. Kirp is a contributing opinion writer for The New York Times. A professor of 
public policy at the University of California, Berkeley, as well as a prolific author and 
policy adviser, Mr. Kirp has focused on education policy issues, from cradle to college. He 
writes for national publications, among them The New York Times, The Los Angeles 
Times, The Nation and the American Prospect, and is a former associate editor at The 
Sacramento Bee. His 16 books include ―Shakespeare, Einstein and the Bottom Line: The 
Marketing of Higher Education‖ (2003), ―The Sandbox Investment: The Preschool 
Movement and Kids-First Politics‖ (2007) and ―Kids First: Five Big Ideas for 
Transforming Children‘s Lives and America‘s Future‖ (2011). 
 

Mr. Kirp was the founding director of the Harvard Center for Law and Education, which 
filed landmark lawsuits seeking equal educational opportunity. His latest book, 
―Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for 
America‘s Schools‖ (2013), tells the remarkable story of the Union City, N.J., school 
district, which relied on tried-and-true strategies, not faddish reforms. The American 
Education Research Association selected it as the year‘s outstanding book. 
 

Mr. Kirp has lectured at universities around the world and has been the keynote speaker 
at many national conferences. In 2008, he was a member of President-elect Obama‘s 
transition team. 
 

David L. Kirp is a senior fellow at the Learning Policy Institute and an emeritus professor 
of the School of Public Policy at UC Berkeley. 
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Steve Lopez is a California native who has been an L.A. Times columnist since 2001. He 
has won more than a dozen national journalism awards for his reporting and column 
writing at seven newspapers and four news magazines, and is a three-time Pulitzer 
finalist for commentary – in 2012, for his columns on elder care; in 2016, for his columns 
on income inequality in California; and in 2018, for his columns on housing and 
homelessness. He is the author of three novels, two collections of columns and a non-
fiction work called ―The Soloist,‖ which was a Los Angeles Times and New York Times 
best-seller, winner of the PEN USA Literary Award for Non-Fiction, and the subject of a 
Dream Works movie by the same name. Lopez‘s television reporting for public station 
KCET has won three local news Emmys, three Golden Mike awards and a share of the 
Columbia University DuPont Award. 
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SonaliKohli is a reporter covering education for the Los Angeles Times. A product of 
Southern California, she grew up in Diamond Bar and graduated from UCLA. She worked 
as a metro reporter for the Orange County Register and as a reporter covering education 
and diversity for Quartz before joining The Times in 2015. 

Times staff reporters Howard Blume, Corina Knoll and Joel Rubin contributed to this report. 
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Sam Omar Hall is Multiplatform Editor at the Los Angeles Times. ―The thread that ties 
together my experience in journalism and education is communication. Clear 
communication is necessary for learning, and learning is necessary if the world is to 
improve. Whether in text, photo, audio, or video, I strive for clear communication that 
will engage and educate.‖ 

 

Dakota Smith covers Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and City Hall for the city-county 
bureau. She joined the Los Angeles Times in 2016 & previously covered City Hall for the 
Los Angeles Daily News. She is a graduate of Lewis & Clark College & lives in Los Angeles. 
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Karen J. Greenberg is the director of the Center on National Security at Fordham 
Law. She is the author of ―Rogue Justice: The Making of the Security State.‖ Julia Tedesco 
helped with research for this article, and a longer version of it appears 
at TomDispatch.com. 
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Hannah Fry is the public safety reporter for the Daily Pilot. Before joining the Pilot in 
August 2013, she had two stints covering Costa Mesa as an intern for the Orange County 
Register and writing about the restaurant industry for the Fast Food Maven blog. While 
attending Chapman University, she was the editor-in-chief of the college newspaper, the 
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Ruben Vives is a general assignment reporter for the Los Angeles Times. A native of 
Guatemala, he got his start in journalism by writing for The Times‘ Homicide Report in 
2007. He helped uncover the financial corruption in the city of Bell that led to criminal 
charges against eight city officials. The 2010 investigative series won the Pulitzer Prize for 
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Matthew Ormseth is a reporter for the Los Angeles Times. Before joining The Times in 2018, he 
covered city news and state politics at the Hartford Courant. He grew up in Arcadia and graduated 
from Cornell University. 
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Riley McDonald Vaca is a teacher at Camino Nuevo High School and an LAUSD parent. 
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Paul lives in Fairfield County, Connecticut, with his family—three members of which have 
four legs and shed. He received degrees in history from Trinity College and the University 
of Chicago. 
 

The Thin Green Line: The Money Secrets of The Super Wealthy is Paul‘s second book. 
His first was Clutch: Why Some People Excel Under Pressure and Others Don’t. 
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Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He‘s won the top 
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year 
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts ―Deadline L.A.‖ on 
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap 
dancing and has two superior daughters. 

 

SonaliKohli is a reporter covering education for the Los Angeles Times. A product of 
Southern California, she grew up in Diamond Bar and graduated from UCLA. She worked 
as a metro reporter for the Orange County Register and as a reporter covering education 
and diversity for Quartz before joining The Times in 2015. 
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Emily Alpert Reyes covers City Hall for the Los Angeles Times. She previously reported 
on the census & demographics, tracking how our lives are changing in Los Angeles, 
California & the country. Before joining The Times, she worked for the pioneering 
nonprofit news website voiceofsandiego.org, winning national awards for her reporting 
on education. She has also traveled to Bolivia as a fellow with the International Reporting 
Project & survived the University of Chicago. 
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established in 2018 with initial funding from the Lucile Packard Foundation for 
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board members in philanthropy and personally led solicitation efforts resulting in 
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