
 

Venice Neighborhood Council 
         PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 / www.VeniceNC.org 

       Email: info@VeniceNC.org 
 

 
It's YOUR Venice - get involved! 

VNC Discussion Forum Committee Meeting Agenda 
Prepared 2/4/2016  

Discussion Forum Committee Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 from 7:00 to 10:00 PM 

 

Canal Club (310-823-3878) 
2025 Pacific Avenue (near North Venice Boulevard) 

Venice, California 90291 
No Host Refreshments Available 

Agenda 
7:00 Call to Order || Public Comment on items not on the agenda 
 

7:05 Discussion Framework (see also attached Discussion Generators) 
 

        The Paradoxical Impact of Zoning on the Venice Vision Goals 
 

        It seems that our efforts to create more ‘creativity, diversity, & collaboration’ are gradually but  
        inexorably producing a socially & physically sterile community which seems unable to consider  
        possible constructive changes to the current ‘status quo’. 
         

7:10 Discussion 
 

10:00 Adjourn 

Vision Goals 
VNC Standing Rule 20 adopted unanimously by the Board on April 21, 2009 & amended 

unanimously by the Board on May 20, 2014 to insert the Focus on Children Vision Goal 
 

To stimulate the vitality of the VNC, the Board and VNC Committees are encouraged to consider the below VNC Vision Goals in their deliberations. 
 

Although the VNC is a political body, and inevitably it may become embroiled in issues that divide the community, these goals are designed to promote a 
more proactive, collaborative vision for VNC Committees to include in their deliberations as they formulate recommendations for Board consideration. 
The intent is to create a working framework of integrated strategies capable of achieving, over time, broader consensus and increased:  

 

Focus on Children  
Consider strategies that promote & expand opportunities for children to experience direct meaningful involvement in all aspects of the social 
and economic and cultural activities of the Venice Community. Include this Focus on Children as an integral part of the consideration of 
strategies in all of the below Vision Goals. 

 

Participation  
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate broader involvement of stakeholders, major organizations, community groups, and 
government institutions, etc.  

 

Walkability  
Consider strategies that reduce the use of cars and that promote alternatives such as walking, skateboarding, biking & bike racks, circulation 
systems (trolleys), park & ride rather than additional parking, street-narrowing/sidewalk widening, walk/bike/skateboard lanes separated from 
traffic, easier neighborhood pedestrian access to commercial stores, etc.  

 

Diversity  
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate realistic recommendations designed to increase economic diversity, including affordable  
[less expensive *] housing, etc.                                                                   [* Clarification inserted November 24, 2014 by Joe Murphy] 

 

Creativity  
Consider strategies that promote the arts, encourage & facilitate creativity.  This can apply to architecture, public art, social events 
(neighborhood gatherings/street movies/theatre/dance/pottery/…), etc.  

 

Collaboration  
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate ‘level playing fields’ for collaborative negotiation; opt for procedures & policies that ‘promote 
flexibility & dialogue’ over ‘reacting defensively to rigid criteria’, facilitation/mediation training, etc.    

 

Brainstorming  
Consider strategies that encourage & facilitate exploring of non-traditional options for achieving shared objectives, etc.  
 

Members 
Donna Schubert 

Joe Murphy  
dlschubert@aol.com  
joedmur@gmail.com 

Mehrnoosh Mojallali 
Miguel (Mike) Bravo 

Molly DeBowers 

mehrnoosh@mehrnoosh.com 
Miguel@bravo1.la 
mollydebowers@yahoo.com 

Nick Antonicello 
Nicolas Hippisley-Cox 

nacount@aol.com 
hippisley@earthlink.net 

Upcoming Meetings: 4/12/2016 - 6/14/2016 - 8/9/2016 - 10/11/2016 - 12/13/2016 
In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at the 
Venice Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd.; Oakwood Rec Center, 767 California Street; The Venice Ale House, 425 Ocean Front Walk; Groundworks Coffee, 671 Rose Ave; Beyond Baroque, 681 
Venice Blvd.; Penmar Park & Rec Center, 1341 Lake St.; and at our website by clicking on the following link:  http://venicenc.org/, or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would 
like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact joedmur@gmail.com. The Venice Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and does not discriminate on the basis of any disability. Upon request, the Venice Neighborhood Council will provide reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its 
programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure the availability 
of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Neighborhood council Secretary at 805-341-4577, or 
please send an email that states the accommodations that you are requesting to secretary@venicenc.org. 
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