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MINUTES

LAND USE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

DATE:

Wednesday, February 19, 2014

LOCATION:

Oakwood Recreation Center; 767 California Ave, Venice, CA 90291

TIME: 

6:45pm-9:00pm

CASES HEARD:

i. 1025 S Abbot Kinney Blvd 90291; Renew and Change in CUB Conditions to “Primitivo”

ii. 805 E Marco Pl 90291; Single Family Dwelling on 2-lots

iii. 1421 S Abbot Kinney Blvd 90291; Conversion of Residential to Office in existing building

iv. 2017 S Ocean Front Walk 90291; New antennae installation
DETAILED AGENDA:

1. Call to Order – Roll Call:
	Name
	  P
	  A
	Name
	  P
	  A

	Jake Kaufman, Chair
	
	  x
	Mia Herron
	  x
	

	Sarah Dennison, Vice Chair
	
	  x
	John Reed
	  x
	

	Robert Aronson
	  x
	
	Steve Traeger 
	
	  x

	Mehrnoosh Mojallali
	  x
	
	Robin Rudisill, Secretary
	
	  x

	James Murez
	  x
	
	


2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting(s): postponed.
3. Approval of Agenda as presented, or amended: John proposed an amendment to move public comment before Chair Updates
4. New Project Review and Staff Assignments and Coding of De Minimis Cases.

Review, discussion, and possible action on projects identified in applications filed with the City of Los Angeles Department Of City Planning as reflected on the CNC Reports, to build Agendas for future meetings. (To review the CNC Reports please go to www.Planning.LACity.org and click on "Case Information" on the left side, then click on "Bi-Weekly Case Filing” or, visit our internal working site, www.CityHood.org)
5. Land Use and Planning Committee Current Case Updates--case members provide updates/schedule on their “Pending” cases.
6. Public Comment on non-agenized items related to Land Use and Planning only--any new information or questions by Stakeholders.
7. Active Cases

	a. 1025 S Abbot Kinney Blvd 90291; ZA-2012-169-CUB; NEW CUB TO UPGRADE THE SALE OF BEER AND WINE TO FULL LINE FOR ON-SITE CONSUMPTION FOR AN EXISTING RESTAURANT.
i. Staff: John Reed
ii. Applicant: 
iii. Background Information: http://cityhood.org/ReportCaseActivityDetail.cncx?CID=27907&UGP=Anonymous
iv. Public Comment

v. LUPC Discussion

vi. Motion to VNC Board




b. 805 E Marco Pl 90291; DIR-2013-135-SPP-MEL; DEMOLITION OF EXISTING SFR ON LOT 18 & CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ACCESSORY BLDG ON LOT 18; COMBINE LOTS 18 & 19; AND ADD TO & REMODEL EXISTING SFR ON LOT 19.
i. Staff Contact: Mehrnoosh Mojallali
ii. Background Information: http://cityhood.org/ReportCaseActivityDetail.cncx?CID=31150&UGP=Anonymous
iii. Motion for Consideration to VNC Board

c. 1421 S Abbot Kinney Blvd 90291;  CONVERSION OF A RESIDENTIAL UNIT TO AN OFFICE WITHIN AN EXISTING BUILDING; LOCATED IN THE C2-1-O-CA.
i. Staff Contact: Jim Murez

ii. BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

iii. http://cityhood.org/ReportCaseActivityDetail.cncx?CID=32884&UGP=Anonymous

iv. Motion for Consideration to VNC Board

d. 2017 S Ocean Front Walk 90291;  INSTALLATION OF A NEW SINGLE OMNIDIRECTIONAL ANTENNA ON AN EXISTING ROOFTOP CUPOLA FEATURE; LOCATED IN THE (Q)C1-1 ZONE.
i. Staff Contact: Jim Murez

ii. BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

iii. http://cityhood.org/ReportCaseActivityDetail.cncx?CID=33710&UGP=Anonymous

iv. Motion for Consideration to VNC Board

8. Discussion of CUB Conditions--Review letter from City Attorney regarding un-enforceable conditions.

9. Project Backlog:

New Project Review and Staff Assignments and Coding of De Minimis Cases.

Review, discussion, and possible action on projects identified in applications filed with the City of Los Angeles

Department Of City Planning as reflected on the CNC Reports, to build Agendas for future meetings. (To review the CNC Reports please go to www.Planning.LACity.org and click on "Case Information" on the left side, then click on "Bi-Weekly

Case Filing” or, visit our internal working site, www.CityHood.org)

 10. Adjournment
Notes taken by LUPC member Mia Herron in Secretary’s absence:

1. 

Present

James Murez

Robert Aronson

Mehrnoosh Mojallali

John Reed

Mia Herron

Absent

Jake Kaufman

Sarah Dennison

Robin Rudisill

Steve Traeger

2. 

Postpone

3. Approval of Agenda

John - Amendment Proposal

1. Move Public Comment before Chair Updates

Robert seconded

Approval

John seconded

Approve 4; Oppose 1 (Robert)

4. Chair Updates

N/A Chair absent

1. Public Comment on non-agendized items

Yolanda 

· Call to let anyone know who is a renter and the landlord is not properly going through the Rent Escrow Account Program (REAP), process of registering units (and paying fees), to let her know

6. Land Use and Planning Committee Current Case Updates

Mehrnoosh - Technical question

Robert - No updates

James -

Google

· Director’s Determination for 13,000 sq ft expansion at Google, by providing 160 bicycles for the parking requirement needed; 

· Went to Coastal;

· VNC wrote a letter asking it to be taken off of the Deminimis Consent Calender

· Will be a meeting on Saturday, March 1, at 3pm at Google

· Followed by a meeting on March 5

320 Sunset

· Change of use from office to bakery, restaurant and full alcohol service

609 Rose

· Appellate claims so many changes were made that should result in the applicant losing its grandfathered rights

Mia - 1414 Main Street

+ Project was removed from VNC agenda

John - Rose Church 

· Recorded covenant agreement for parking; 

· ZA decided to hold the case open for 60 days, asked LUPC to re-look at the space to come up with a finding for the least parking required; 

· Applicant believes there are 30 parking spaces at the Renaissance Building; 

· John asked the applicant to research every planning case on the Renaissance Building, demonstrating whether there is available parking or no in a matrix

7. Active Cases

a. 1025 Abbot Kinney - Primitivo

John

· ZA’s office is tired of keeping it open

· They had to hire someone to do as-built drawings and service floor area calculations

Rachel, Elizabeth Peterson’s Office

· Went to hearing in July 2012

· Applicant legalized the awnings on back patio

· Requesting an upgrade from beer and wine, to full alcohol

· No additional floor area

· Review of application details

Public Comment

+ Daryl Barnett - acoustic music only requested; 

· Pam Anderson - recommended to be mindful of alcohol and past alcohol-related traffic accidents; parking is also very difficult

· Jed Pauker - calling attention that the agenda was posted late

· Tibby Rothman - question of whether the school was notified (John responded that the school did not 

· Marisa Solomon - wondering what the applicant is asking for; doesn’t understand whether the applicant is asking for more seating and / or liquor, etc

· Sue Kaplan - doesn’t understand why we’re hearing this if the Hotel CUB is going to encompass all the restaurants (John clarified that each of the restaurant operators have to have their own CUBs, not tied to the property)

· Yolanda - we need to find more information about the whole project; they have always been a very good business, I enjoy their food

· Joe Clark - is there a net gain on seating capacity

· Laddie Williams - concerned about liquor licenses

Land Use Comment

· John - requesting how many years have the patios been in place.  Applicant confirmed they’ve been there since they purchased the property (12 years ago).  They don’t have any knowledge of when the tables were added.

· Robert - believes that the two outdoor dining areas have been expanded (one is completely new).  The zoning administrator is saying there used to be a take-out coffee joint and there were tables in the garden.  And that use will offset the new patios. Believes that the service floor area is massively flawed bc it reduces egregious path of travel.  Commented that it is very similar to the challenges encountered with Rose Cafe.

Conditions

· [John will provide full list of conditions]

Motion

· [John will provide motion]

John made the motion; Mia seconded

Unanimously approved

--

b. 805 E Marco Pl 

Mehrnoosh - projected rec’d project permit compliance; project overview

Jim - clarified that this is strictly a presentation

Robert - LAHD Determination Letter?  Applicant responded that there was a letter provided that there was no longer an affordable unit on site, on the basis that it was owner occupied for a year.

Applicant representative - David Hertz, Eric Lindeman

Public Comment

· Jed Pauker - wanted to understand more details and wants to clarify whether the title sheet was a draft that was listed on Cityhood; was the city taking a long time getting the feasibility study or was there another issue?  Is there something in the law that allows someone to wait until the law expires?  How does the community justify taking an affordable dwelling out of the community and putting a swimming pool instead?

· Sue Kaplan - the plans were not posted on Cityhood, only the tear sheet.  The little photo is one of David Hertz photo I would live in; there sneaking in a 3rd story; there’s a discrepancy btw what was posted on the site and what the determination letter says.

· Joe Clark - regarding the affordable unit, question around mello act and feasibility study.

LUPC Comment

· Jim - there’s a Brown Act requirement that requires documents to be posted 72 hours, if they’ve been given to the committee prior to the meeting; 

· Robert - Mello Act doesn’t say anything about a year, it is very specific.  The city has previously been sued by Venice bc of the Mello Act.  Part is that if the applicant leaves the space empty for a year, they don’t have to offer the property as affordable housing.  Question: aren’t the proposals for buildings on a walk street supposed to have a hearing?  John: No, director’s determination, project permit.  It is appealable to West LA Planning Commission.  This is a very troubling example of when a city issues a letter with an appeal period of 15 days.

· Mia - no

· John - no

--

c. 1421 S Abbot Kinney Blvd

Jim provided background on project

Robert - we believe they should not be aloud to purchase in lieu parking

Public Comment

· Pam Anderson - question about parking requirement

LUPC Comment

· Robert - provided recommend edits to the letter

Robert proposes amendment to the motion; John seconded

[Jim to provide an updated version with Robert’s edits]

Unanimously approved

--

d. 2917 S Ocean Front Walk

Jim provided background on project. Mentioned that no community complaints have been made about the cell tower.

Public Comment

· Yolanda - question around the location of the cell tower.  Jim showed her the image. 

LUPC Comment

Jim made the motion; Robert seconded the motion; Unanimously approved

[Jim will provide the letter]

Please visit www.venicenc.org/lupc  for additional information.

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the LUPC members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at www.CityHood.org, Venice Public Library, 501 Venice Blvd., at our website by clicking on the following link: www.VeniceNC.org/LUPC, or at the scheduled meeting.  

In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the LUPC Chair at Chair-LUPC@venicenc.org or the Committee at LUPC@venicenc.org.

It's YOUR Venice - get involved!
It's YOUR Venice - get involved!
It's YOUR Venice - get involved!

