
 Venice Neighborhood Council     
 PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 / www.VeniceNC.org 

      Email: info@VeniceNC.org / Phone or Fax: 310.606.2015 
 

 Board of Officers Regular Meeting Agenda 
Westminster Elementary School (Auditorium) 

1010 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, 90291 
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

  
1.     Call to Order and Roll Call (7:00 PM)  

Meeting called to order in memory of Orson Bean. The VNC also wants to remember Kobe Bryant                 
and the others who lost their lives in the helicopter crash. 

 
2. Pledge Of Allegiance (7:01PM -- 1 minute) 
 
3.     Approval of the Agenda (7:02 PM – 1 minute)  
 
4.         Approval of the Minutes of the December 17, 2019 VNC Board meeting. 
 
5.     Declaration of Ex Parte Communications or Conflicts-Of-Interest (7:03 PM -- 1 minute) 

All Board members shall declare any ex parte communications or conflicts-of interest relating to items               
on this meeting’s agenda. 

 
6. Removal of Board Member Matt Fisher (7:04 PM -- 45 minute)(Ira Koslow, President 

president@venicenc.org) 
MOTION: The VNC Board removes Matt Fisher as a Board Officer as per VNC Bylaws Article 5 Section 
9. The Board may remove any Officer whenever the best interests of the VNC would be served. No 
Officer shall be removed for any arbitrary, capricious or discriminatory reason. Removal of a Board 
Officer requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board Officers present and voting at a meeting. 
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580865293.pdf 

 
7. Scheduled Announcements and Presentations 
 
7A Live Stream of Meetings ( 7:50PM -- 1 minute) 

All VNC Board meetings are streamed live online. Please log onto facebook and share the live 
stream on the VNC homepage to promote community participation. Click here to share! 
https://www.facebook.com/VeniceNC/  

 
7B Spanish Translation Available (Esteban Pulido, pulido.esteban@gmail.com) 

Spanish Interpretation services and agendas are available with advance notice.  
 
7C Public Safety - LAPD & LAFD Report (7:51PM - 10 minutes): Senior Lead Officers Monique 

Contreras - 38228@lapd.lacity.org, SLO Adrian Acosta - 39174@lapd.online, SLO Javier Ramirez - 
39174@lapd.online, SLO Karwon Villery - 38717@lapd.online Venice Beach Task Force - SGT 
Theresa Skinner - 31142@lapd.online.  Includes a monthly Venice crime report and updates on law 
enforcement issues in Venice. 

 

 
It's YOUR Venice - get involved 

https://u3338851.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Aq8qiA2TiHhFxpdI6VoKzyc0u8R0UhJHc4rr-2Fo38C26glV6pCsFx3jTNb7te2nTDstNQgSGWHHIRaUVLzVHMUQ-3D-3DLxRJ_O211fGQ-2F-2BHzseRJGOUKm1xjM-2BAXPc-2BLWLb3ztFmHNoVwCRmiNIT8jhRTr2bGYqjfrPFlEX4RDCwO5KwhDSebqF6RMlfQp7oPqMcGVzYE7rbzwm-2Ba6k0JR0JKlZm1W7sdAFaH1oNkGe3bRoK3q6BfaYFLJoHX0z9wYbG42BpqdBqqocU2-2BbbrkHKb-2BIwo0gz0ZdCA8tktu4Q9bRpgee-2FRHrLvmkQ-2BQunsTveJc1tBVjGyQCyEhXpzK-2FFqo25OqjnvIJWklkK9hwAEGXh9eAM-2BJA-3D-3D
https://www.facebook.com/VeniceNC/
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7D  Government Reports (8:01PM --15 minutes) (Representatives have standing place on the agenda, 
but are not always available to attend) 

● City Councilmember Mike Bonin, Nick Sundback Field Deputy  nick.sundback@lacity.org.  
● Congressman Ted Lieu, Representative Janet Turner, 310-496-9896  

(janet.turner@mail.house.gov) 
● State Senator Ben Allen, Representative Colby Harriman (colby.harriman@sen.ca.gov)  
● State Assemblyperson Autumn Burke, West Los Angeles Field Representative, Brandon Stansell, 

(310) 412-6400, (brandon.stansell@asm.ca.gov) 
● LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl Westside Field Deputy Zac Gaidzik (310)231-1170, 

zgaidzik@bos.lacounty.gov 
● Mayor Eric Garcetti, Westside Deputy, Ami Fields-Meyer, 323 552-6730 (ami.fields-meyer@lacity.org) 
● Empower LA Neighborhood Council Advocate, Jasmine Elbarbary, 213-978-1551 

(jasmine.elbarbary@lacity.org) 
 
7E     VNC Announcements and Reports (8:16PM --5 minutes) 
●    President -Ira Koslow (President@VeniceNC.org)  
            Nisa Kova has resigned from the Venice Neighborhood Council. Open nominations for vacant seat. 

Names and email addresses of all recipients must be included in motions submitted to the Board. 
● Westside Regional Alliance of Councils- Ira Koslow, VNC Representative 

(Chair@westsidecouncils.org), 
●  Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition (LANCC) Ivan Spiegel 

(Parliamentarian@VeniceNC.org) 
●    VNC Representative to DWP/Gas Company: Yolanda Gonzales 
● Budget Advocates - Hugh Harrison, Treasurer 
● Outreach Announcements - Sima Kostovetsk 
 
7F Board Member Announcements on subject matters within the VNC jurisdiction- One (1) minute 

per Board member (8:21PM -- 5 minutes)  
 
7G Presidential Primary Voting Reminder (Ivan Spiegel, Parliamentarian/Pollworker) 

Reminder and short preview of the upcoming California Primary. (8:00PM 5 minutes)  
 

7H LAUSD Updates Nick Melvoin (8:26PM -- 15 minutes) 
LAUSD School Board Member Nick Melvoin will discuss updates regarding Venice and Mar Vista 
LAUSD schools. 

 
7I Presentation on the progress of the Youth Internship Program (Paul Davis) (8:41PM -- 5 minutes) 
 
8.     Treasurer’s Report (8:46PM -- 10 minutes) (Hugh Harrison on behalf of Budget & Finance 

Committee) (Treasurer@VeniceNC.org)  
See attached addendums at http://www.venicenc.org/minutes-and-agendas.php    
[Discussion and possible action]  
 

 
It's YOUR Venice - get involved 
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8A Approve Monthly Expenditure Report 

MOTION: The VNC Board approves the November 2019 Monthly Expenditure Report. 
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580868164.pdf 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 
 

8B Approve  Monthly Expenditure Report 
MOTION: The VNC approves the December 2019 Monthly Expenditure Report. 
Uploaded documents: Monthly Expenditure Report for December 2019 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 

 
8C Approve Expenditure to Date Report 

MOTION: The VNC Board approves the Expenditure to date Report for November. 
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580868301.pdf 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 

 
8D Approve Expenditure to Date Report 

MOTION: The VNC Board approves the Expenditure to Date Report for December. 
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580868360.pdf 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 
 

8E Approve Funding for Tsunami Awareness Campaign (submitted by Outreach Committee)  
MOTION: The VNC approves up to $500 for advertising the commencement of a Tsunami Awareness 
campaign. 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 

 
8F        Approve Funding for Anti-Littering Campaign (submitted by Outreach Committee)  

MOTION: The VNC approves $1000 for the promotion of and advertisement for an Anti-Littering 
Campaign. 
Recommended by Budget and Finance Committee 4-0-0  on 2/4/2020 

 
9.      Announcements and Public Comment on items not on the Agenda (8:56PM - 10 minutes) 

[No more than 1 minute per person – no Board member announcements permitted] 
 

10.       General Consent Calendar (9:06PM -- 5 minutes) 
[All agenda items on the Consent Calendar will pass when the Consent Calendar is approved. No 
discussion or Public Comment is allowed on any item. Items may be removed by any board member 
or stakeholder. Removed items will go to the end of the agenda and be treated as regular agenda 
items with discussion and public comment.] 
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10A Alleyway Repair (James Murez on behalf of the Parking & Transportation Committee) 
MOTION: Whereas the existing conditions of the alleyway behind the 300 block of Sunset Ave are 
very unsafe for both cars and pedestrians, the VNC shall send a letter to the Dept of Public Works, 
Street Services and CD11 asking that repair and repavement  be scheduled as a priority. To help 
expedite this request the VNC would further like to understand if a financial contribution was made to 
the City would the City make it a higher priority.  
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580830488.docx 
Recommended by the Parking & Transportation Committee 5-0-0 on 2/3/2020 

 
10B Immediate Increase of Planting of City Trees in Sidewalk Repair EIR (Noel Johnston on behalf of the 

Verdant Venice Committee) 
MOTION: Whereas, the Sidewalk Repair Environmental Impact Report (EIR) proposes to allow the tree 
canopy to decrease over 1.5% during 30 years, only reaching 2017 levels again in 2047, and Whereas, 
the EIR proposes to mitigate tree loss at different ratios during different years of the project in a 
cynical ploy to only plant the minimum number of trees necessary to return to 2017 levels in 2047 to 
claim the project will have no impacts, and Whereas, tree canopy is an essential first line of defense 
against extreme heat days, which will become more frequent during the next 30 years and localized 
tree loss will result in a dangerous increase in local temperatures, especially on extreme heat days, 
Therefore, the Venice Neighborhood Council requests 1) that all trees removed for the sidewalk repair 
program be mitigated at a ratio of 4:1 with species of equal size at maturity and located in the same 
neighborhood as those removed, 2) that the EIR be amended to consider tree removal a significant 
adverse impact with binding mitigation measures, and 3) that only those trees absolutely necessary 
to be removed for sidewalk repair be removed, with no pre-emptive removal of trees not causing 
problems, and every reasonable effort made to redesign sidewalks around trees. 
Recommended by Verdant Venice Committee 2-0-0 pm 2/7/2020 

 
11. LUPC Consent (9:11PM –5 minutes) (Alix Gucovsky on behalf of LUPC, Chair-lupc@VeniceNC.org) 

(see project files for more detailed info at http://www.venicenc.org/land-use-committee.php) 
[All agenda items on the Consent Calendar will pass when the Consent Calendar is approved. No 
discussion or Public Comment is allowed on any item. Items may be removed by any board member 
or stakeholder. Removed items will go to the end of the agenda and be treated as regular agenda 
items with discussion and public comment.] 
 
 

11A 2533 Lincoln Boulevard 
Case:   DIR-2018-3672-CDP, DIR-2018-2370-CDO (2521 Lincoln Boulevard) 

                   ZA-2018-2367-CUB-ZV-SPP 
  City Hearing  TBD 
  Applicant:  Night Market 
  LUPC Staff:   Barry Cassilly 
  Representative  Dafne Gokcen dafne@fedesignandconsulting.com     
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Description:  
·       CUB for expansion of alcohol sales into the new dining area.  ZA to allow required parking 

off site by lease at 2521 Lincoln Boulevard.  SPP for the change of use from retail to 
restaurant.  

·       CDP for change of use from retail to restaurant 
·       CDP and CDO for the change of use from auto sales to parking lot at 2521 Lincoln 

Boulevard 
MOTION: The VNC Board recommends approval of the project as proposed with the condition that 
bottles are not disposed of outside after 9:00 PM. 
Recommend by the Land Use and Planning Committee 7-0-0 

 
12. LUPC (9:16PM – 0 minutes) (Alix Gucovsky on behalf of LUPC, Chair-lupc@VeniceNC.org) 

(see project files for more detailed info at http://www.venicenc.org/land-use-committee.php) 
 
 13. Old Business  (9:16PM - 15 minutes)  

  [Discussion and possible action] 
 

13A Vote Of No Confidence in Councilmember Mike Bonin (Nick Antonicello, 
nantoni@mindspring.com, 310-621-3775) Placed by stakeholder petition 
MOTION: Whereas, Councilman Mike Bonin has failed to properly represent the residents of Venice 
for years regarding the important issues of homelessness, gentrification, crime, parking and other 
quality of life issue, and Whereas, his inability to communicate and effectively represent Venice in a 
meaningful way is lacking , and Whereas, the stakeholders of Venice are seeking immediate and swift 
action on the issues of great concern, Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Venice Neighborhood 
Council support of vote of "No Confidence" in his leadership and ability to represent this community 
and that he be notified by a copy of this resolution regarding our dissatisfaction with his ability to 
represent Venice. 

Uploaded Documents: Download 01574277926.jpg  Download 11574277926.jpg  Download 
21574277926.jpg  Download 31574277926.jpg  Download 41574277926.jpg 

 14.  New Business (9:31PM – 15 minutes) 
  [Discussion and possible action] 

 
14A  Amend LAMC 41.18. Submitted by 169 Stakeholders via Petition 

MOTION: The Venice Neighborhood Council calls upon the Los Angeles City Council to Amend LAMC 
41.18 as follows: (d) No person shall sit, lie or sleep in or upon any street, sidewalk, or other public 
right-of way as folls: (1) At any time in a manner that restricts fifteen feet of clearance from 
any utilizable and operational entrance, exit, driveway or loading dock. (2) At any time in a manner 
that restricts passage to less than 36" in any and all directions, as required by the American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). (3) At any time: (i) Within 300 feet of any structure, with a Certificate of 
Occupancy, that is in residential use. (ii) Within 500 feet of a park. (iii) Within 500 feet of a school. (iv) 
Within 500 feet of a daycare center. (v) in or upon any tunnel, bridge or pedestrian subway 
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https://u3338851.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=rVTdy6wrDBy5ZXx-2Fz29cSYKFR0jzikQm4b4S3iKZbjQS9qTI-2BaNVB-2BDHiZr8qPBqB3E1x9LhP9DE4-2BWEouzXEQ-3D-3D_zOSHbW-2BKo2YHSpepTaZmbC9FNMm7a0kTq53NxfcHCniCiYfFjgjs9eY0RkXdjbYJOvpm7sXe39gkvvXCMuKCRcS-2B-2F0x1qRzHnSerp2tCEeT8Adbp0CVglgu4-2BeYE-2B6TXn7ZmP4E7hmSRjHagfKLTV2r-2BQv4Sd7Iyn23-2F02ZrXUwCmcoRXFGWCR3KbtE4Gpp83je1KGeOrAc99fsTPaCDERncNPGEnKbPJkk9Iqmr-2FTd4y0VaDW2F1VCfc-2BdzCAHV
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that is on a route designated by City Council resolution as a school route. (vi) Within 500 feet of a 
facility opened after January 1, 2018 to provide housing, shelter, supportive services, safe parking, or 
storage to homeless persons. (vi) Bike and other recreational paths. (vii) Public areas (non-sidewalk) 
posted with No Trespass signs for safety purposes. (vii) Public areas posted with closing times for 
safety and maintenance purposes. (ix) Crowded public sidewalk areas like those exempted in the 
Citywide vending ordinance and other large venue-adjacent areas. 
Upon passage this Resolution shall be presented as a Community Impact Statement to the City 
Council and attached to Council File #19-06Q2-S1 

 
14B "K" Rails 701 Main St. (james murez) 

MOTION: The VNC Board shall send a letter to CD11 requesting “K” rails get installed down the center 
line of the parkway portion of the sidewalk along the Main St side of the site. Pedestrian 
passageways should exist of not greater than four feet between abutting rails. The placement of the 
rails should be a minimum of three feet from the face of the curb. 
Uploaded Documents: Download 01580830392.docx 
Recommended by the Parking & Transportation Committee 5-0-0 on 2/3/2020 

 
 
15. Adjourn (approx. 9:46PM) 
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List of Venice Neighborhood Council Committees & Chairs – Volunteers Welcome 

Standing Committees 
Administrative - Ira Koslow 

Neighborhood - George Francisco 
Outreach - Sima Kostovetsky 

Land Use and Planning - Alix Gucovsky 
Budget & Finance - Hugh Harrison 

Rules & Selections - John Reed 
Arts - Bruno Hernandez 

Ocean Front Walk - Jim Robb 

Ad  Hoc Committees 
Parking & Transportation - James Murez 

Resiliency - Keith Harrison 
Discussion Forum - Joe Murphy 

Venice Dog Park - Jamie Paige, James Murez 
Verdant Venice - Isabell, Noel 

Homeless - Frank Murphy, Charles Rials 
 

 

 
BOARD MEETINGS: The Venice Neighborhood Council holds its regular meetings on the third Tuesday of the month and may also call any 
additional required special meetings in accordance with its Bylaws and the Brown Act.  All are welcome to attend. 
TRANSLATION Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Si 
necesita asistencia con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra oficina 213.473.5391. 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5 the agenda and non-exempt writings that are distributed 
to a majority or all of the board members in advance of regular and special meetings may be viewed at Beyond Baroque (681 Venice Blvd), the 
Venice Library (501 S. Venice Blvd), and the VNC website (http://www.venicenc.org), or at the scheduled meeting. For a copy of any record related 
to an item on the agenda, please contact communications@venicenc.org. You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s 
Early Notification System at: www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:  The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Neighborhood 
Committee on any agenda item before the Neighborhood Council takes action on an item.  Comments from the public on agenda items will be 
heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within 
the Neighborhood Council jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period.   Please note that under the Brown Act, the 
Neighborhood Council is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the 
issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Neighborhood Council meeting.  Public comment is limited to 1 minute 
per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer. 
POSTING:  In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board 
members in advance of a meeting may be viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; and at our 
website by clicking on the following link: www.venicenc.org, or at the scheduled meeting.  You can also receive our agendas via email by 
subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 
 www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood.  In addition, if you would like 
a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact secretary@venicenc.org.    
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS:  For information on the VNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder 
grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board 
meetings and our website www.venicenc.org.  
DISABILITY POLICY: THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may 
be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you 
wish to attend by contacting Melissa Diner, Secretary  at (310) 421-8627 or email secretary@venicenc.org.  
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or 
all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.venicenc.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would 
like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Melissa Diner, Secretary, at(310) 421-8627 or email 
secretary@venicenc.org. 
COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENTS (CIS): Any Board action with a City Council File # may result in the issuance of a CIS. 
ALL AGENDA TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ON THE NIGHT OF THE MEETING. 

 
 
 

 
 

It's YOUR Venice - get involved 

mailto:communications@venicenc.org
http://www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood
http://www.venicenc.org/
http://www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood
http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:secretary@venicenc.org
http://www.venicenc.org/
mailto:secretary@venicenc.org

