
NOV 1 2.013

/3-/'-17R PLANNH\\h \~ LAND USE MANAGEMENT
MOTION

The Small Lot Subdivision Ordinance was enacted by the City of Los Angeles in 2004. The
Small Lot Subdivision Ordinance is an innovative zoning tool that allows development of
townhouse style homes on urban infill Iots with commercial or multi-family residential zoning. In
most cases, the density of a Small Lot Subdivision is much less than what an apartment or
condominium developer could build ..

Despite its advantages, over the last nine years, problems in the implementation of the Small
Lot Subdivision Ordinance have come to light. In many cases, Small Lot Subdivisions have
disrupted the character of existing neighborhoods. They are not compatible with nearby buildings
and do not relate well to the street.

To solve this problem, the Director of Planning should update and improve the Small Lot
Subdivision Guidelines. They are out of date and must be amended to reflect the reality of the
Small Lot Subdivisions being built today. In addition, the Small Lot Subdivision Ordinance should
be evaluated and amended if necessary to see if it contains provisions that make it difficult for
Small Lot Subdivisions to fit inwith existing neighborhoods.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Planning be instructed to update and
improve the Small Lot Subdivision Guidelines.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of City Planning, with the assistance of the City
Attorney, be instructed to evaluate the Small Lot Subdivision Ordinance and prepare any changes to
the Ordinance that are necessary to ensure that future Sinall Lot Subdivisions are compatible with
the neighborhood.

PRESENTEDBY:~
Tom Lalsonge

Councilmember, 4th District
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